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1511

Week Ending Friday, November 7, 2003

Proclamation 7729—National 
Diabetes Month, 2003
October 31, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Almost 17 million Americans have diabe-

tes, a disease that prevents the body from 
using its own insulin to break down sugars. 
It is the sixth leading cause of death in the 
United States. During National Diabetes 
Month, we recognize advancements in pre-
venting, treating, and detecting this disease, 
and we renew our commitment to helping 
Americans with diabetes live longer, 
healthier lives. 

Diabetes can lead to severe complications, 
including heart disease, blindness, kidney 
failure, and lower-extremity amputations. Up 
to 1 million Americans have type 1 diabetes, 
an autoimmune disorder that destroys insu-
lin-producing cells in the pancreas, while an 
estimated 16 million Americans have type 2 
diabetes, in which the body does not suffi-
ciently produce or process enough insulin. 
Type 2 diabetes is often related to obesity, 
and it is rising rapidly among men and 
women of all ages. Type 2 diabetes is also 
on the rise among children, for whom it was 
once extremely rare. Modest weight loss, in-
creased exercise, and a healthy diet can de-
crease the risk of type 2 diabetes and help 
manage its complications. 

Through the HealthierUS Initiative, my 
Administration is helping Americans develop 
the healthier habits that can improve their 
quality of life. And the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and the National In-
stitutes of Health are working together 
through the National Diabetes Education 
Program to educate Americans at risk for dia-
betes and to instruct those living with the 

disease about controlling blood glucose, 
blood pressure, and cholesterol. By raising 
awareness in our communities and providing 
assistance to those battling the disease, we 
are fighting diabetes. 

My Administration also has demonstrated 
a strong commitment to medical research by 
completing a 5-year commitment to double 
the NIH budget to more than $27 billion. 
During fiscal year 2003, the NIH invested 
an estimated $860.5 million into diabetes re-
search. We will continue to support NIH sci-
entists and others working to treat and cure 
this disease. 

During National Diabetes Month, we 
commend those advancing the fight against 
diabetes as they bring hope and health to 
millions of Americans. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2003 
as National Diabetes Month. I call upon all 
Americans to increase their awareness of the 
risk factors and symptoms related to diabetes 
and to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 5. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.
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Proclamation 7730—National Family 
Caregivers Month, 2003
October 31, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Millions of Americans make extraordinary 

efforts every day to care for loved ones who 
are elderly, chronically ill, or disabled. These 
caregivers make many sacrifices to improve 
the lives of their loved ones. Through their 
love, dedication, and courage, these compas-
sionate children, parents, spouses, grand-
parents, and extended family members 
strengthen and preserve the importance of 
family and reflect the true character of our 
Nation. 

My Administration is supporting family 
caregivers in their efforts to provide comfort 
and support to their loved ones. The National 
Family Caregiver Support Program, man-
aged by the Administration on Aging of the 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
gives family caregivers counseling, informa-
tion, respite care, and supplemental services. 

As we mark National Family Caregivers 
Month, we express our gratitude to family 
caregivers, and celebrate the great blessings 
they bring to their families and to our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2003 
as National Family Caregivers Month. I en-
courage all Americans to honor and support 
family members, friends, and neighbors who 
assume important caregiving responsibilities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 5. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7728—National 
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month, 2003
October 31, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Recent studies estimate that 4.5 million 

Americans are affected by Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, and that more than 13 million will be 
affected by the middle of this century. As 
we seek to increase our understanding of the 
causes, symptoms, and effects of this disease, 
we recognize the victims and the family 
members, caregivers, and healthcare profes-
sionals who care for those afflicted with it. 

Researchers have not yet discovered the 
cause of Alzheimer’s disease, but its effects 
are well documented. Alzheimer’s disrupts 
the processes that keep nerve cells in the 
brain healthy, resulting in a decline in cog-
nitive abilities. Those affected by Alzheimer’s 
disease grow increasingly dependent on oth-
ers. 

Alzheimer’s disease has no known cure or 
certain treatment, but research will continue 
to lead us to breakthroughs that will help 
control the symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease 
or eventually cure or even reverse its effects. 
We are supporting Alzheimer’s research and 
helping those afflicted with the disease get 
care. Through the National Institute on 
Aging (NIA), we are funding Alzheimer’s 
Disease Centers across the country that care 
for patients, improve diagnostic techniques, 
and participate in long-term research. The 
NIA also operates the Alzheimer’s Disease 
Education and Referral Center, which pro-
vides vital information to people with Alz-
heimer’s disease and their caregivers. In ad-
dition, scientists at the National Institutes of 
Health and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs are conducting clinical trials of drugs 
and enhancing overall care. 

During National Alzheimer’s Disease 
Awareness Month, we especially thank all 
who care for those affected by this tragic dis-
ease. By caring for patients and continuing 
vital research, we strive to improve the qual-
ity of life for today’s victims and enhance the 
health of future generations. 
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2003 
as National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 1, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 5.

The President’s Radio Address 
November 1, 2003

Good morning. This week, terrorists 
launched a series of attacks in Iraq. Their 
targets included police stations in Baghdad 
and Fallujah, the headquarters of the Inter-
national Red Cross, and living quarters for 
the Coalition Provisional Authority in Bagh-
dad. The majority of their victims were Iraqis 
working to rebuild and restore order to their 
country and citizens of other nations engaged 
in purely humanitarian missions. 

Some of the killers behind these attacks 
are loyalists of the Saddam regime who seek 
to regain power and who resent Iraq’s new 
freedoms. Others are foreigners who have 
traveled to Iraq to spread fear and chaos and 
prevent the emergence of a successful de-
mocracy in the heart of the Middle East. 
They may have different long-term goals, but 
they share a near-term strategy to intimidate 
Iraqis from building a free government and 
to cause America and our allies to flee our 
responsibilities. They know that a free Iraq 
will be free of them and free of the fear in 
which the ideologies of terror thrive. 

During the last few decades, the terrorists 
grew to believe that if they hit America hard, 

as in Lebanon and Somalia, America would 
retreat and back down. Five years ago, one 
of the terrorists said that an attack could 
make America run in less than 24 hours. 
They have learned the wrong lesson. The 
United States will complete our work in Iraq. 
Leaving Iraq prematurely would only em-
bolden the terrorists and increase the danger 
to America. We are determined to stay, to 
fight, and to win. 

The terrorists and the Ba’athists loyal to 
the old regime will fail because America and 
our allies have a strategy, and our strategy 
is working. First, we are taking this fight to 
the enemy, mounting raids, seizing weapons 
and funds, and bringing killers to justice. One 
example is Operation Ivy Focus, a series of 
aggressive raids by the Army’s 4th Infantry 
Division that in a little over a month has 
yielded the capture of more than 100 former 
regime members. In other operations, our 
soldiers have also seized hundreds of weap-
ons, thousands of rounds of ammunition and 
explosives, and hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars suspected of being used to finance terror 
operations. 

Second, we are training an ever-increasing 
number of Iraqis to defend their nation. 
Today, more than 90,000 Iraqis are serving 
as police officers, border guards, and civil de-
fense personnel. These Iraqi forces are also 
supplying troops in the field with better intel-
ligence, allowing for greater precision in tar-
geting the enemies of freedom. And we are 
accelerating our efforts to train and field a 
new Iraqi army and more Iraqi civil defense 
forces. 

Third, we are implementing a specific plan 
to transfer sovereignty and authority to the 
Iraqi people. The Governing Council, made 
up of Iraqi citizens, has appointed ministers 
who are responsible for the day-to-day oper-
ations of the Iraqi Government. The Council 
has also selected a committee that is devel-
oping a process through which Iraqis will 
draft a new constitution for their country. 
When a constitution has been ratified by the 
Iraqi people, Iraq will enjoy free and fair 
elections. 

All these efforts are closely linked. As secu-
rity improves, life will increasingly return to 
normal in Iraq, and more and more Iraqis 
will step forward to play a direct role in the 
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rebirth of their country. And as the political 
process moves forward and more and more 
Iraqis come to feel they have a stake in their 
country’s future, they will help to secure a 
better life for themselves and their children. 

The terrorists and the Ba’athists hope to 
weaken our will. Our will cannot be shaken. 
We’re being tested, and America and our al-
lies will not fail. We will honor the sacrifice 
of the fallen by ensuring that the cause for 
which they fought and died is completed, and 
we will make America safer by helping to 
transform Iraq from an exporter of violence 
and terror into a center of progress and 
peace. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:37 a.m. on 
October 31 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX, 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November 1. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on October 31 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. In his remarks, the 
President referred to former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of this 
address.

Remarks in Southaven, Mississippi 

November 1, 2003

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. I’m 
honored to be here. I’m honored to be here 
with the next Governor of the State of Mis-
sissippi, Haley Barbour. It is great to be in 
northern Mississippi. I’m proud to be here 
with a lot of friends. 

You know, I woke up in Crawford this 
morning. I said to First Lady Bush, I said, 
‘‘I don’t know if I’m going to be able to find 
the energy to be able to make it through a 
long day.’’ You know, I’m kind of getting up 
in years and—[laughter]—and here I come 
to northern Mississippi, where thousands of 
our fellow citizens are here. You’ve energized 
me. I’m thrilled to be here. Thanks for com-
ing. 

I appreciate you coming. I appreciate you 
coming. Haley and I married above our-
selves. I’m thrilled that the next first lady of 
Mississippi is with us today, and that’s Mar-
sha. And Laura sends her love. I’m sorry she’s 

not with me. She’s been a fabulous First 
Lady for our country. 

I’ve known Haley for quite a while. He 
used to run in high circles. I guess in this 
part of the world, you say he used to pick 
high cotton. [Laughter] But one thing about 
him, no matter how high the circle he ran 
in, he always loved to talk about Mississippi. 
He’s proud of this State, and that’s the kind 
of Governor you need, somebody who will 
relate to people from all walks of life. One 
of the things about his campaign that I like 
a lot is, Haley is proud to be a Republican, 
but he also wants to be the Governor of 
Democrats and independents. He’s reaching 
out. He understands his job is to represent 
everybody when he gets to be the Governor 
in three days. 

I like the fact that he’s an optimist. He’s 
got a positive view for the great State of Mis-
sissippi. He believes in the great potential 
of the great State of Mississippi. That’s the 
kind of Governor you want, somebody who 
sees a positive future for every single citizen. 
That Governor is Haley Barbour. 

I like the fact that Haley Barbour is a man 
of good values. He honors his family. He 
treasures his relationship with the Almighty. 
He believes in hard work. He believes every-
body has worth. It’s these kind of values that 
are necessary to have in your statehouse here 
in Mississippi. I’m proud to stand with this 
man. Haley Barbour is the right man to lead 
the State of Mississippi. 

And in order to have this good man lead 
the State of Mississippi, he needs your help. 
We’re coming down to voting time here in 
Mississippi. It’s time to make sure that peo-
ple get the message that you’ve got a good 
man in Haley Barbour. That means you need 
to go out and find your neighbors, Repub-
licans, Democrats, independents, people 
who don’t care about political parties at all, 
to get to the polls. Remind them they have 
a duty as a citizen of this free country to 
vote. And once you get them headed to the 
polls, make sure they do what’s in the best 
interests of the State of Mississippi and vote 
for Haley Barbour. 

I’m so thankful that we’ve got a great 
United States Senator with us today, a man 
who is a leader on the floor of the United 
States Senate, a strong ally of mine, a great 
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friend of the people of Mississippi, and that’s 
Senator Thad Cochran. As well another fine 
Representative for the State of Mississippi 
in Washington, DC, a man who’s done a 
great job in the United States Congress, 
friend and ally, and that would be Congress-
man Roger Wicker. 

I had the honor of welcoming some Mis-
sissippi citizens to Washington a while ago, 
and one of the citizens that came was a cou-
rageous politician, a leader who didn’t do the 
politically expedient thing but decided that 
she would find a home in a different political 
party, somebody who stood by her convic-
tions, somebody who said, ‘‘Principle matters 
a lot to me,’’ and that’s the next Lieutenant 
Governor of the State of Mississippi, Amy 
Tuck. 

I know we’ve got a lot of other statewide 
candidates here. When you get in that booth 
for Haley and Amy, make sure you remem-
ber Phil Bryant, Julio Del Castillo, Scott 
Newton, Max Phillips, Tate Reeves, all fine 
candidates running for statewide office. 

Not only should people vote for Haley be-
cause he’s so pretty to look at—[laughter]—
well—[laughter]—he’s got the right issues. 
He knows what he’s talking about when it 
comes to the issues. He knows when people 
in Mississippi are looking for work, you bet-
ter have a progrowth policy for the State of 
Mississippi. 

We share the same philosophy. First of all, 
we’re concerned about people looking for 
work, and secondly, we know that in order 
to get an economy growing, you’ve got to do 
two things: You must have fiscal discipline 
in the statehouses around the country. Haley 
Barbour knows how to manage a budget. 
Haley Barbour will be wise with the tax-
payers’ money in the State of Mississippi. 

I know where Haley stands because when 
I stood up in front of the Congress and the 
country and advocated a progrowth policy for 
our economy, he was strong by my side. I 
said this, I said, ‘‘If people have more money 
in their pockets, they’re more likely to de-
mand a good or a service. And when some-
body demands a good or a service in our 
economy, somebody will produce a good or 
a service. And when somebody produces the 
good or a service, it means somebody is more 

likely to find a job.’’ The tax cuts we passed 
came at the right time. 

Haley Barbour also understands that in 
order for your economy to grow, you better 
make sure you’ve got a legal system that is 
fair, a legal system that isn’t dominated by 
the plaintiff’s bar, a legal system that doesn’t 
have so many frivolous lawsuits that it makes 
it hard for people to find a job. You better 
have you a Governor who’s willing to stand 
up to the trial attorneys and have medical 
liability reform, so that people can get good 
health care in the State of Mississippi. 

I appreciate the fact that Haley Barbour 
has set as a priority the education of every 
child in the State of Mississippi. I used to 
like to say when I was in Texas, education 
is to a State what national defense is to the 
Federal Government, the number one pri-
ority. Haley Barbour understands that every 
child must be educated in the State of Mis-
sissippi. He stands strong with the teachers 
of Mississippi. He stands on the side of the 
parents of Mississippi. He wants to challenge 
the soft bigotry of low expectations by raising 
the bar for every single child. 

Finally, I appreciate the fact that Haley 
Barbour not only has supported me on this 
issue I’m about to talk about but is willing 
to do—have his own version of a faith-based 
initiative here in the State of Mississippi. And 
he understands what I know, that some of 
the problems in our society are problems of 
the heart, that while Government can hand 
out money, Government cannot put hope in 
a person’s heart or a sense of purpose—[ap-
plause]. No, the great strength of America 
lies in the hearts and souls of our fellow citi-
zens. And you need a Governor who is willing 
to rally the armies of compassion. 

We should never have the state fund the 
church, or the church try to be the state. 
But what we should have is States and the 
Federal Government willing to empower 
those who have heard the universal call to 
love a neighbor just like we’d like to be loved 
ourselves. We need mentors for our children. 
We need people to help the homeless. We 
need to help the addicted. And faith-based 
programs work. 

It’s also been helpful to have a friend like 
Haley who supported me and others in 
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Washington, DC, to make sure that Mis-
sissippi judges get a fair hearing. I’ve named 
some good people to serve on the Federal 
bench, people who will use the bench to in-
terpret the law and not try to write law. I 
want to thank Senator Cochran and Senator 
Lott and, of course, Haley for standing strong 
with a nominee I named from Mississippi, 
Charles Pickering. I stand strong with Judge 
Pickering, and it’s time for some Members 
of the United States Senate to stop playing 
politics with American justice. 

I look forward to working with Haley to 
make sure that the State of Mississippi has 
got what’s needed to protect the homeland. 
You’ve got valuable ports that need to—we 
need to work on to make sure that nobody 
comes and harms any of our fellow citizens. 
I look forward to working with him to make 
sure that the resources we’re spending out 
of Washington for those on the frontline of 
homeland security are well-coordinated and 
well-spent. I look forward to making sure our 
police forces and firefighters and emergency-
response teams are well-coordinated be-
tween the Federal Government and the State 
Government and the local governments. 
Haley would be a good leader when it comes 
to working on homeland security matters. 

But I want to remind you that the best 
way to protect the homeland is to hunt down 
the enemy, one by one, and bring them to 
justice. The terrorists declared war on the 
United States of America, and war is what 
they got. This country will not rest; we will 
not tire; we will do what it takes to remove 
this danger from civilization and make Amer-
ica secure. 

For those of you who have got relatives 
in the United States military, I want to thank 
you. And you make sure you send word to 
them that their Commander in Chief is in-
credibly proud of the sacrifices they’re mak-
ing on behalf of our Nation. 

And I also want you to know that I under-
stand that the best way to secure America 
is to advance human liberty. Free nations do 
not attack their neighbors. Free nations do 
not develop weapons of mass terror. The 
United States of America strongly believes 
that freedom is the right of every single per-
son, that freedom is not America’s gift to the 
world, that freedom is the Almighty’s gift to 

every person who lives in this world. With 
the advance of human freedom, the world 
will be more peaceful, and America will be 
more secure. 

We’ve overcome a lot of challenges in the 
last 21⁄2 years, and there will be other chal-
lenges. And in my judgment, the best way 
for Mississippi to deal with the challenges 
you face is to make sure you put a Governor 
in place who’s optimistic and hopeful, some-
body who can unite this State to get people 
pulling in the same direction, somebody who 
firmly believes in his heart of hearts that Mis-
sissippi ‘‘can do better.’’ And that person and 
that leader is the next Governor of the State 
of Mississippi, Haley Barbour. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:08 a.m. at the 
DeSoto Civic Center. In his remarks, he referred 
to gubernatorial candidate Haley Barbour and his 
wife, Marsha; Amy Tuck, incumbent candidate for 
Lieutenant Governor; Phil Bryant, incumbent 
candidate for State auditor of public accounts; 
Julio Del Castillo, candidate for Mississippi sec-
retary of state; Scott Newton, candidate for State 
attorney general; Max Phillips, candidate for State 
commissioner of agriculture and commerce; Tate 
Reeves, candidate for State treasurer; and Charles 
W. Pickering, Sr., nominee to be U.S. Circuit 
Judge for the Fifth Circuit.

Remarks in Paducah, Kentucky 
November 1, 2003

The President. Thank you all. 
Audience members. Four more years! 

Four more years! Four more years! 
The President. Thank you all very much. 

It’s actually 3 more days—[laughter]—3 
more days until Ernie Fletcher becomes the 
Governor of Kentucky. Thanks for coming. 
I appreciate you taking some time out of your 
Saturday afternoon to say hello. I’m honored 
so many people in western Kentucky came 
out. It’s good to be back in Paducah. It’s not 
my first time here. The first time here, I was 
knocking on doors asking for the vote, for 
me. [Laughter] This time I’m back, knocking 
on doors, asking the vote for Ernie Fletcher. 

And the reason why, there’s no doubt in 
my mind he is the best candidate for the job. 
I like the fact that he was a fighter pilot. 
[Laughter] That says something about him, 
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doesn’t it? I like the fact that he was a physi-
cian. He’s a healer. I like the fact that he’s 
an engineer. I like the fact that he’s been 
an effective United States Congressman. I 
know, I work with him closely. 

You should like the fact that when he be-
comes the Governor and he calls up to Wash-
ington, the President will answer the phone. 
I appreciate the fact that, like me, he married 
well. [Laughter] Laura sends her love to the 
people of western Kentucky. You drew the 
short straw; you got me. But I can’t wait for 
Glenna to become the first lady of Kentucky. 
She’ll bring a lot of class to the Governor’s 
mansion. Glenna, Glenna Fletcher is a good 
soul. 

I like and support Ernie Fletcher because 
he’s a man of integrity. He understands that 
when you assume an oath of office, you have 
an obligation to bring honor to the office that 
you assume. If you’re interested in having 
somebody set a good example at your State 
capitol, if you want somebody who will send 
the right signal to the youth of Kentucky, the 
right man is Ernie Fletcher. 

I’m here to embrace his candidacy, but 
most importantly, I’m here to ask you to go 
out and turn out the vote. When you guys 
are driving your cycles, make sure when you 
see another cycler that you get them to go 
vote. When you farmers are going to your 
coffee shops, make sure you tell your people 
that work the land with you to get out the 
vote. 

See, we have an obligation in the free soci-
ety to vote. I urge all people in this great 
State to vote. And when you’re on the phones 
urging them to vote, make sure you tell them 
what’s in their interest, and what’s in their 
interest is to have Ernie Fletcher as the Gov-
ernor of the State of Kentucky. 

I appreciate the fact that when Ernie wins, 
he’s going to be the Governor of everybody. 
He’s not going to say, ‘‘I’m the Governor of 
this particular political party or that political 
party.’’ He’s going to be the Governor of 
every single citizen. So when you’re out can-
vassing for the vote, when you’re knocking 
on doors, you’ll find some disgruntled Demo-
crats. Make sure you encourage them to vote. 
You’ll find discerning independents. Make 
sure you encourage them to vote. I’m here 
to ask you to do your duty as a citizen to 

vote and to do extra work to make sure you 
turn out to vote for this good man, Ernie 
Fletcher. 

And don’t forget to put in a good word 
for Steve Pence. [Laughter] See, he’s run-
ning for the Lieutenant Governor. He’s from 
western Kentucky; he knows how you think. 
It makes sense to put him in as Lieutenant 
Governor. See, Ernie picked him, but I 
picked him first. [Laughter] I don’t know if 
you recall, but I named him the U.S. Attor-
ney for western Kentucky. I did because he’s 
a man of integrity; he’s a good, honest man, 
the kind of fellow that when he holds office 
you can say, ‘‘I’m proud of the way he’s con-
ducting himself in office.’’

I also want to thank very much the United 
States Senators who have joined us, strong 
allies, good people, people who will make 
you proud here in the great State of Ken-
tucky, starting with Mitch McConnell. I ap-
preciate you coming, Mitch. Speaking of 
somebody who married well—[laughter]—
he married so well, I picked his wife to be 
in my Cabinet—[laughter]—the Secretary of 
Labor, Elaine Chao, doing a great job. I ap-
preciate you, Elaine. 

When I was a kid, I always hoped to have 
a Jim Bunning baseball card. [Laughter] 
Now, I get to call him Senator, and so do 
you. It’s vital you send this good man back 
to the United States Senate in 2004. 

Kentucky has sent some fine folks up to 
Washington in the United States Congress, 
the House of Representatives. Two of them 
are here with us, besides Ernie, and that’s 
Congressman Ed Whitfield and Congress-
man Ron Lewis. [Applause] Thank you all 
for coming. Hi, Ed. I’ll try it again: and Con-
gressman Ron Lewis. Good to see you, Ron. 
Thanks for coming. 

As well we’ve got some other good folks 
who have decided to run for office. Trey 
Grayson is running for secretary of state. Jack 
Wood is trying to become the attorney gen-
eral; he’s running hard. Linda Greenwell is 
running for State auditor. 

In order to be a good Governor, you’d bet-
ter be running on a good platform, so you’ve 
got to run for a reason. You’ve got to give 
people a reason to vote for you. Ernie Fletch-
er has done that. He mentioned jobs. Let 
me tell you something: We both share the 
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same passion for our fellow citizen who is 
looking for work. So long as one person is 
looking for work, so long as one person who 
wants to work can’t find a job, it says we’ve 
got an issue here in America. 

I put forth a strong, progrowth package; 
that means a package that encourages eco-
nomic growth so people can find work. Ernie 
Fletcher supported that plan. We need a 
pretty good dose of medicine for our econ-
omy. Remember, when I first came into of-
fice, we were in recession. That’s three quar-
ters of negative growth. We were going back-
wards, and then the enemy hit us. And then 
we had some of our corporate citizens who 
forgot to tell the truth. By the way, if you 
notice, some of those who forgot to tell the 
truth are now paying the price for not telling 
the truth. 

All of that affected the confidence of the 
American people, so we acted. We acted on 
this theory—and this is important to have a 
Governor who understands how it works—
when a person has got more money in their 
pocket, they’re going to demand a good or 
a service. And when they demand a good or 
a service, somebody is going to produce that 
good or a service. And when somebody pro-
duces that good or a service, somebody is 
more likely to find a job. The tax cuts we 
passed came at the right time, and they’re 
helping this economy. 

In order to make sure your economy 
grows, you better make sure you’ve got a 
Governor who’s not going to play politics 
with the people’s money, somebody to bring 
some fiscal discipline to the statehouse. So 
it’s not only a combination of progrowth poli-
cies, but you better watch how the money 
is spent. Ernie Fletcher is a fiscal watchdog. 
He understands whose money we spend in 
government. We’re not spending the govern-
ment’s money. We’re spending the people’s 
money, and you better have a Governor who 
knows that. 

In order to make sure that Kentucky is 
a good place for people to do business so 
people can find work, you need a Governor 
who’s willing to stand up to the plaintiff’s at-
torneys. You see, what you don’t want is a 
State dominated by plaintiff’s attorneys so 
you’ve got a bunch of frivolous and junk law-
suits that on the one hand deny a person a 

chance to get their day in court, and on the 
other hand make it awfully costly for the 
State of Kentucky. You need medical liability 
reform. You need a Governor who’s willing 
to stand up and be tough. 

When I was the Governor of Texas, I used 
to tell our people that education is to a State 
what national defense is to the Federal Gov-
ernment, the top priority. One of the reasons 
I’m proud to stand by Ernie is because he 
understands that we must educate every sin-
gle child in the State of Kentucky. He’ll stand 
with the teachers. He’ll stand with the par-
ents. He will challenge what I call the soft 
bigotry of low expectations. See, when you 
lower the bar, when you have low expecta-
tions, you’re going to get lousy results. You 
must have a Governor who’s willing to raise 
the bar, to set high standards, to have high 
hopes for every single child. You must make 
sure you’ve got a Governor who insists that 
the curriculum used in public schools works, 
not based upon some fancy theory but actu-
ally works. You’ve got to make sure every 
child can read. You need to use phonics in 
the classroom. Ernie Fletcher understands 
that. 

And finally, there are a lot of people who 
hurt around our country. You must have a 
Governor who understands that government 
can hand out money—and we do a pretty 
good job of it sometimes—but what govern-
ment cannot do is put hope in a person’s 
heart or a sense of purpose in people’s lives. 
That’s done when a fellow citizen surrounds 
a soul with love. It’s done when people who 
have heard the universal call to love a neigh-
bor just like you’d like to be loved yourself 
step forward and say, ‘‘I want to be a part 
of the fabric of change in a society. I want 
to help feed the hungry, house the homeless. 
I want to be there to help the drug addict 
understand that if you change your heart, you 
can change your behavior.’’ It is essential. 

I have put forth a Faith-Based Initiative, 
and I’m talking about all faiths, all faiths. And 
I put out a Faith-Based Initiative because I 
want the great strength of the country, the 
heart and soul of the American people, to 
rally to the cause of those who hurt. It’s im-
portant to have a Governor who does not fear 
faith but welcomes faith and to—providing 
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help for those who hurt, and that Governor 
is going to be Ernie Fletcher. 

I look forward to working with Ernie 
Fletcher to make sure that the homeland se-
curity initiative is done well here in Ken-
tucky. We want to make sure that there’s 
good coordination between the Federal, the 
State, and the local authorities, to make sure 
your good police folks and firefighters and 
emergency-response teams have a coordi-
nated strategy to be able to deal with a situa-
tion if it were to occur. The thing I appreciate 
about Ernie Fletcher is he understands what 
I know, that the best way to secure the home-
land is to hunt the killers down, one by one, 
and bring them to justice, what America will 
do. 

We must never forget the lessons of Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. We must understand 
that we can’t sit back and hope for the best, 
that when we see danger we must respond. 
We must respond in a way that is responsible. 
We are responsible for the security of the 
people of this country. We must use every 
power we have to make sure that another 
attack does not occur. The lessons of Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, are indelibly etched 
in my mind. I will not forget the responsi-
bility that we have to the people, and neither 
will Ernie. 

For those of you with loved ones in the 
United States military, you get a hold of them 
either by e-mail or phone or letter, and you 
tell them their Commander in Chief is in-
credibly proud of the sacrifices they are mak-
ing for this country. 

But I also want you to know that we’ll stay 
on the offensive, but we’ll also stay on the 
offensive for the spread of freedom. The 
greatest security America can gain is from 
the advance of human liberty. Free nations 
do not attack their neighbors. Free nations 
do not develop weapons of mass terror to 
threaten or blackmail the world. No, the 
greatest security for America will come when 
America continues to lead the world toward 
a free society. We understand—we under-
stand—that freedom is not America’s gift to 
the world; freedom is God Almighty’s gift to 
each and every person that lives in the world. 

In this war on terror, I’ve had no stronger 
supporter than Ernie Fletcher. I’m proud to 
stand with this man. There’s no doubt in my 

mind he’ll make a great Governor. There’s 
no doubt in my mind he’ll be a Governor 
for every single person that lives in this vital 
and important State. There’s no doubt in my 
mind he’s got a vision that’s clear and hope-
ful, a vision that will provide the best oppor-
tunity, so that everybody who lives here can 
say, ‘‘I’ve been given my chance to succeed. 
I’ve been given a good education. The envi-
ronment for finding a job is strong. I can 
raise my family in peace and security.’’ 
There’s no doubt in my mind that the right 
person to lead this great State into the 21st 
century is Ernie Fletcher. 

Thank you all for coming. May God bless. 
God bless you all. Work hard. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:44 p.m. at Bar-
kley Regional Airport. In his remarks, he referred 
to Glenna A. Fletcher, wife of gubernatorial can-
didate Ernie Fletcher.

Remarks in London, Kentucky 
November 1, 2003

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Thank you for being here. I’m honored to 
be here. Thanks for so many people showing 
up today. It’s a beautiful day to talk about 
the next Governor of the State of Kentucky. 

My only regret is I wasn’t here a month 
ago for the fried chicken festival. [Laughter] 
I appreciate so many folks showing up. It’s 
a good sign, Ernie. It’s a good sign people 
care about their government. It’s a good sign 
that people know they have got a responsi-
bility to vote. I’m here to say as clearly I can, 
the right person to become the next Gov-
ernor of the State of Kentucky is Ernie 
Fletcher. 

I want to thank you all for bringing your 
families. I also want to thank the Bush Volun-
teer Fire Department for coming. That’s a 
heck of a name you chose. [Laughter] I’m 
proud to share it with you, and thanks for 
what you do. 

I can say without any uncertainty at all that 
Ernie is the right man to be the Governor. 
Listen to this: He’s a fighter pilot. That says 
something. And he’s a healer. He’s a doctor. 
He’s an engineer. He did a fine job in the 
United States Congress. He’s had good expe-
rience. He married well—[laughter]—just 
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like me. I appreciate Glenna. I appreciate 
the sacrifices she’s making for the people of 
this great State. 

The people of this State must be assured 
that when they elect somebody to high office, 
that person will uphold the dignity of that 
office. You want your kids looking at some-
body who—for whom you can be proud. 
Ernie Fletcher values his faith. He values his 
family. He understands the responsibilities 
that you must assume when you get elected 
to high office. The right man for the job is 
Ernie Fletcher. 

It’s one thing to be listening to the speech-
es; it’s another thing to be doing the work. 
I’m asking you to go out and turn out the 
vote. I’m asking you to go to your coffee 
shops, your farm implement dealers, your 
community centers, your houses of worship 
and remind people they have a duty to vote. 
In this free land you have a duty to exercise 
your responsibility. And you might also re-
mind them when they’re heading to the polls, 
he’s the right man for the job. 

And don’t overlook those disgruntled 
Democrats, either. [Laughter] They want 
good, clean government in Frankfort. 
There’s plenty of independents you can en-
courage to go vote. This is voter turnout time 
now. The good people of this part of the 
State understand what I’m talking about. You 
go find your neighbors and get them to the 
polls, and you’ll be proud of the job he does 
on behalf of everybody in this State. 

Make sure that you also get them to vote 
for the Lieutenant Governor. [Laughter] It’s 
kind of natural, isn’t it? I’m proud of the fact 
that Ernie picked Steve Pence. He’s a good, 
solid man. See, I picked him first. I don’t 
know if you know this or not, but I named 
him to be the U.S. Attorney for western Ken-
tucky. I looked long and hard to get the right 
person to do this important job. Steve Pence 
was the man. He’s not only the man to be 
the U.S. Attorney; he’s the man to become 
your Lieutenant Governor. 

Laura sends her love to the people of east-
ern Kentucky. She’s a fabulous First Lady. 
I’m really proud of her. You drew the short 
straw. You got me. [Laughter] 

I’m so proud to be on the same platform 
with two great United States Senators. First, 
Senator Mitch McConnell—he represents 

Kentucky really well. He also married well. 
[Laughter] He married so well, I put Elaine, 
his wife, into the Cabinet. [Laughter] I’m 
proud of the job she’s doing for the working 
people of this country. I’m also proud to be 
here with Jim and Mary Bunning, two great 
citizens of this State. It is really important 
you send him back to the United States Sen-
ate in ’04. 

The truth of the matter is, I’m here be-
cause a great friend of my family’s said, ‘‘Lis-
ten, if you want to help Ernie, you make sure 
you come to London.’’ He said, ‘‘If you really 
want to do some good for this good man, 
you make sure you come to the heart of my 
district.’’ I think you know who I’m talking 
about. 

Audience members. [Applause] 
The President. Yes. A great American, a 

great friend, a wonderful Congressman from 
this part of the world, one of the real powers 
in the Halls of Congress, a man who thinks 
constantly about the people in this district, 
and that would be Hal Rogers. It’s been a 
real pleasure to get to know Cynthia as well. 
I like a man who married a younger woman. 
[Laughter] 

I’m also proud to be here with the former 
Governor, Governor Louie Nunn. I appre-
ciate Governor Nunn being here today as 
well. Thank you, Louie. Adam Koenig is with 
us. He’s running for the State treasurer, and 
he wants your vote. You talk about a man 
who picked a good name running for the 
commissioner of agriculture—[laughter]—
Richie Farmer is throwing his hat in the ring, 
and he wants your help. 

I’m proud to be here with my friend David 
Williams, the president of the State senate. 
Ellen Williams runs the party here, and Mike 
Duncan is the national committeeman. And 
all of you all involved in the grassroots—that 
means fixing to turn out the vote; that’s what 
that means to me—thanks for coming. It’s 
been a real joy to be here. 

I also want to thank Rebecca Lynn How-
ard for singing so beautifully for you all. 

What’s important for a Governor can-
didate is to have a good agenda, a good plat-
form; you’ve got to run for a reason. And 
Ernie is running for the right reason. First 
of all, he and I share a concern: Anytime 
any of our citizens who wants to work and 
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can’t find a job, it says we’ve got a problem, 
and you better get you a Governor here in 
Kentucky who understands what it means to 
create the environment so jobs can grow. 

You know, when I came into office, the 
country was in a recession. And then the 
enemy hit us. And then we found out some 
of our citizens forgot what it means to be 
responsible. They didn’t tell the truth to their 
shareholders and their employees. By the 
way, some of them are finding out what it 
means to be held accountable. 

So I went to the Congress and said, ‘‘We’ve 
got to be concerned about the fact that peo-
ple aren’t working.’’ But I went with this 
principle—and Ernie understands this; that’s 
why I’m bringing it up; it’s important you 
have a Governor who understands how to 
create that environment for job growth and 
job creation—when a person has more 
money in his or her pocket, he or she is likely 
to demand a good or a service. And when 
you demand a good or a service, somebody 
is going to produce that good or a service. 
And when somebody produces that good or 
a service, somebody is more likely to find 
a job. The tax relief that Ernie supported 
strongly came at the right time for the Amer-
ican economy and the American people. 
When you have more money in your pockets, 
somebody is more likely to find a job. 

In order to make sure that you’ve got an 
economy that’s strong here in Kentucky, you 
better make sure you’ve got a Governor who 
is wise with the people’s money. And that 
starts with understanding this principle: In 
government, we don’t spend the govern-
ment’s money; that’s your money. We spend 
the people’s money. And Ernie is not going 
to play politics with your money. He’s going 
to set priorities. He’s going to be wise about 
how to spend the taxpayers’ money. 

In order to make sure you’ve got an econ-
omy that grows, you better have a legal sys-
tem that is fair and balanced. Junk lawsuits 
make it hard to have a State that creates jobs. 
You need a Governor who’s willing to stand 
up to the plaintiff’s bar, somebody who will 
stand strong and say, ‘‘If you need your day 
in court, you’ll have a day in court, but frivo-
lous and junk lawsuits make it hard for peo-
ple to find work.’’ And frivolous and junk law-

suits make it hard for people to get good, 
affordable health care. You need medical li-
ability reform in this State. 

I used to say in Texas that education is 
to a State what national defense is to the Fed-
eral Government. The top priority of any 
State is to make sure every child gets a good 
education. And that’s Ernie Fletcher’s top 
priority. Ernie is going to stand with the 
teachers. Ernie is going to stand with the par-
ents. Most importantly, Ernie is going to 
stand with the children. He’ll challenge what 
I call the soft bigotry of low expectations. He 
believes every child can learn. He’ll raise the 
standards and insist that our children learn 
to read and write and add and subtract. You 
need a Governor who will make sure no child 
is left behind in the State of Kentucky. 

He’s right on a lot of the issues. He’s run-
ning on a good, solid platform. This is a plat-
form, by the way, that’s good for Republicans 
and Democrats and independents. This is a 
Kentucky platform. 

One of the things I like most about his 
platform is his understanding of the role of 
faith in our society. The state should never 
fund the church, and the church should 
never try to be the state. But in order to 
heal broken hearts, in order to address some 
of the deepest needs of our fellow citizens, 
whether they be the homeless or the addict 
or the child who needs special love, we must 
welcome faith in our society. We must rally 
the armies of compassion. 

I look forward to working with Ernie to 
make sure the Federal efforts and the State 
efforts and the local efforts here in Kentucky 
are well-coordinated when it comes to pro-
tecting the homeland. I look forward to work-
ing with him to make sure that our first-re-
sponders, the brave police and firefighters 
and emergency management teams, get re-
sources necessary to do the job you expect 
them to do. 

But I also want you to know, and he under-
stands this, that the best way to protect the 
homeland is to chase the killers down, one 
at a time, and bring them to justice. We must 
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never forget the lessons of September the 
11th, 2001. We must understand we have a 
duty and responsibility to provide security for 
the people of this country. Therapy is not 
going to work with that bunch. [Laughter] 
We must be smart. We must be tough. We 
will not tire. We will not rest until this danger 
to civilization is removed. 

When I came into office, morale in the 
U.S. military was beginning to suffer, so we 
increased the defense budget. Ernie Fletcher 
stood right by my side, making sure our 
troops, our brave troops, got the best train-
ing, the best pay, and the best possible equip-
ment.

But I want you to know, the best way to 
safeguard America is to work to spread free-
dom, is to make sure that freedom can take 
hold around the world. See, free societies 
don’t attack their neighbors. Free societies 
do not develop weapons of mass terror to 
blackmail or threaten the world. We under-
stand this—it’s very important—that free-
dom is not America’s gift to the world; free-
dom is the Lord Almighty’s gift to each per-
son in the world.

I’m proud that Ernie stood strong on these 
tough issues. I’m proud I could count on him. 
And you can count on him when he’s your 
Governor. He’s a good, honest man. He’s a 
decent man. He’s an honorable man. And 
I’m here to ask you to turn out the vote here, 
in this important part of the State, and send 
this man to the statehouse, who will do you 
a great job.

Thanks for coming. May God bless, and 
may God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5 p.m. at London-
Corbin Airport. In his remarks, he referred to 
Glenna A. Fletcher, wife of gubernatorial can-
didate Ernie Fletcher; Cynthia Rogers, wife of 
Representative Harold ‘‘Hal’’ Rogers; Secretary of 
Labor Elaine L. Chao; and country music enter-
tainer Rebecca Lynn Howard.

Memorandum Waiving Prohibition 
on United States Military Assistance 
to Parties to the Rome Statute 
Establishing the International 
Criminal Court 
November 1, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2004–07

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiving Prohibition on United 
States Military Assistance to Parties to the 
Rome Statute Establishing the International 
Criminal Court

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 2007 of the American 
Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002 (the 
‘‘Act’’), title II of Public Law 107–206 (22 
U.S.C. 7421 et seq.), I hereby determine that: 

Antigua and Barbuda, Botswana, East 
Timor, Ghana, Malawi, Nigeria, and Uganda 
have each entered into an agreement with 
the United States pursuant to Article 98 of 
the Rome Statute preventing the Inter-
national Criminal Court from proceeding 
against U.S. personnel present in such coun-
tries, and waive the prohibition of section 
2007(a) of the Act with respect to these coun-
tries for as long as such agreement remains 
in force; and 

It is important to the national interest of 
the United States to waive, for a period of 
6 months from the date of this determina-
tion, the prohibition of section 2007(a) with 
respect to Romania, and waive that prohibi-
tion with respect to this country for that pe-
riod. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress, and to 
arrange for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 7, 2003] 

NOTE: This memorandum was published in the 
Federal Register on November 10.
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Remarks in Gulfport, Mississippi 
November 1, 2003

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for coming. I’m proud to be here in 
southern Mississippi. Thanks for your time. 
It’s a beautiful night to be with the next Gov-
ernor of the State of Mississippi. 

I’m here to say it as plainly as I can say 
it. The right man to be the Governor of Mis-
sissippi is Haley Barbour. We’ve known each 
other a long time. Even when he was in high 
cotton—[laughter]—running with the big 
shots—[laughter]—he always talked about 
Mississippi. He loves this State, and he loves 
the people of Mississippi. I think he’s going 
to be a great Governor because he’s going 
to be the Governor of everybody. He’s not 
going to be the Governor of one political 
party or another. He’s going to represent 
every single person who’s fortunate enough 
to live in the great State of Mississippi. 

He’s going to be a fine Governor because 
he’s an optimist. He’s got a clear and opti-
mistic and positive vision for this great State. 
He believes in the potential of the State be-
cause he believes in the people of Mis-
sissippi. Haley Barbour is a family man, a 
man of faith. There is no doubt in my mind 
he is going to be a great Governor of this 
big State. 

Plus, he married well. [Laughter] Marsha 
is going to be a great first lady. And speaking 
about great First Ladies, I’m sorry Laura is 
not with me today. I know it; you got the 
short straw. [Laughter] But after I shake 
enough hands, I’m going to head back to 
Crawford, and I’m going to tell her that 
there’s no doubt in my mind that the people 
of this great State support Haley Barbour to 
be the next Governor. 

And the definition of support means not 
only coming out to a big rally like this; it 
means doing your duty to vote. In our free 
society, you have a duty and an obligation 
to go to the polls. I’m asking you to ask your 
friends and neighbors to go to the polls as 
well. Don’t be afraid to talk to that dis-
enchanted Democrat—[laughter]—or the 
discerning independent. They want good 
government too. And Haley Barbour is going 
to give them good government. Turn out that 
vote. Work hard to get this man into office. 

I’m proud to be onstage as well with your 
Lieutenant Governor, Amy Tuck. She’s a 
woman of conscience. She made a tough de-
cision. She decided she wanted to be a prin-
cipled politician. [Laughter] That’s what you 
need. That’s what you want in your state-
house. You want a principled Governor, and 
you want a principled Lieutenant Governor, 
and you’ll have a principled Lieutenant Gov-
ernor in Amy Tuck. 

I appreciate so very much Tricia Lott 
being here. She’s a great friend of mine and 
Laura’s. She married well—[laughter]—Sen-
ator Lott, who does a fantastic job for the 
people of Mississippi. He came out to the 
airport. He said, ‘‘Look, I’ve heard you speak 
before.’’ [Laughter] He’s heading north—
[laughter]—to rally the vote for Haley. I said, 
‘‘You’ve got an excused absence just so long 
as you send your wife.’’ [Laughter] 

I appreciate so very much Congressman 
Chip Pickering and his wife, Leisha, for 
being here as well. Chip’s one of the rising 
stars in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, a good, honorable, decent fam-
ily man who cares deeply about the people 
of this State. 

I’m also honored to here with Margaret 
Ann Pickering. She is the wife of Charles 
Pickering, Judge Pickering. You may have—
[applause]. My job as the President is to find 
good, honorable citizens to serve on the high 
courts. When I picked Charles Pickering to 
serve in the high court, I picked a smart, in-
telligent, perfectly capable judge. It is time 
for some of the Members of the United 
States Senate to stop playing politics with 
American justice. 

I want to thank Scott Newton, who’s run-
ning for the attorney general. I appreciate 
you coming, Scott. Don’t forget him when 
you get in the booth. 

I want to thank the mayors who are here 
and the local officials. I particularly want to 
thank the Lynyrd Skynyrd band. 

But most of all, I want to thank you all. 
It’s got to make a candidate that’s coming 
down the stretch feel great to see so many 
people. They’ve been working hard and 
knocking on doors and making the phone 
calls, and here you all show up and give them 
extra energy, and I want to thank you for 
coming. 
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It’s important to have the right platform 
when you’re running for Governor. You’ve 
got to believe in something. You can’t get 
by just on your pretty looks. [Laughter] Well, 
in Haley’s case—[laughter]. You’ve got to 
stand for something, and I appreciate what 
he stands for. 

First of all, he shares the same concerns 
I have. When we hear that a fellow citizen 
is looking for work and can’t find a job, that 
says we’ve got a problem. We want all our 
people working. We want people to be able 
to put bread on the table for their families. 
We want people to realize their ambitions. 
It’s important to have a Governor who under-
stands the role of government is to create 
an environment for small businesses to grow 
to be big business, to create an environment 
which is pro-growth and pro-jobs. Haley 
Barbour understands that. 

You know, we face an issue in Washington, 
and that is the country was in recession just 
about the time we arrived. Then the enemy 
hit us. That hurt our economy. We had some 
of our citizens forget to tell the truth. They 
forgot what it means to be a responsible cit-
izen, so they kind of—they fudged the books 
a little bit. They’re weren’t open and honest 
with their employees and shareholders. They 
now know what it means to be held account-
able. 

War, a national emergency, and a reces-
sion all affected our economy. That’s why I 
went to the United States Congress, not once 
but twice, and said, ‘‘Let’s let the people keep 
more of their own money. If you’re inter-
ested in job creation, if you want economic 
growth, have tax cuts for the American peo-
ple.’’

And the economy is beginning to recover, 
thanks to the hard work of the American peo-
ple. You need to have you a Governor in the 
great State of Mississippi who understands 
what it means to create an environment for 
job growth, who hurts when he hears people 
are working, and that man is Haley Barbour. 

It’s also important, if you want to have a 
good economic environment so people can 
find work, that you have a Governor who will 
manage the budget well. And that starts with 
having somebody who understands whose 
money government spends. We don’t spend 
the government’s money in Washington or 

here in Mississippi, see. We’re spending the 
people’s money. And Haley Barbour under-
stands that. He’ll be a good steward of the 
people’s money. He will set priorities for the 
people of Mississippi. He won’t play politics 
with the people’s money. 

In order to make sure people can find 
work, you better have a legal environment 
that is reasonable. People need to be able 
to have their day in court. The problem is, 
frivolous and junk lawsuits clog up the dock-
ets. They make it hard for employers to hire 
people who are looking for work. You need 
a Governor who is strong enough to stand 
up to the personal injury trial lawyers, a Gov-
ernor who is tough enough to insist upon 
medical liability reform for the people of 
Mississippi. 

I used to say, when I was the Governor 
of Texas, education is to a State what national 
defense is to the Federal Government. It’s 
the top priority. That’s the way it ought to 
be here in Mississippi. You’ll have you a Gov-
ernor, Haley Barbour, who will set education 
as the top priority for this State, and that’s 
the way it should be. 

Haley will stand with the hard-working 
teachers all across the State of Mississippi. 
Haley will stand with the parents of the 
schoolchildren all across the State of Mis-
sissippi. Haley will stand with the school-
children by challenging the soft bigotry of 
low expectations, by raising the bar, by insist-
ing upon standards and insisting upon cur-
riculum that will teach our children how to 
read and write and add and subtract. 

No, Haley’s got a good, strong platform. 
And he understands what I understand, that 
amidst our plenty there are broken hearts, 
there are people who hurt, there are people 
who are addicted or homeless, there are peo-
ple who need to be fed. He also understands 
that government can hand out money—
sometimes we do a pretty good job of it—
but what government cannot do is put hope 
in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose in 
people’s lives. That is done when somebody 
who has heard the universal call to love a 
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved your-
self puts their arm around somebody who 
needs love. 

Government should never sponsor reli-
gion, and religion should never try to be the 

VerDate jul 14 2003 01:01 Nov 11, 2003 Jkt 203250 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P45NOT4.007 P45NOT4



1525Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Nov. 3

state. But it’s essential to make sure America 
is hopeful, that government not fear the role 
of faith in the lives of providing compas-
sionate help for people who hurt. I look for-
ward to working with Governor Haley 
Barbour to make sure the Faith-Based Initia-
tive, which will come out of Washington, DC, 
is implemented in such a way that people 
have got hope for the future. 

I look forward to working with Haley 
Barbour to make sure that the homeland se-
curity initiative is well implemented, to make 
sure there’s good coordination between the 
Federal Government and the State Govern-
ment and the local governments, to make 
sure our first-responders, the brave police 
and firefighters and emergency squads, have 
got the help necessary to do their job here 
in Mississippi. 

But he and I understand this: The best 
way to secure the homeland is to chase the 
killers down and bring them to justice, which 
is exactly what America will do. We must 
never forget the lessons of September the 
11th, 2001. America cannot afford to sit back 
and hope for the best. In order to make 
America secure, we must stay on the offen-
sive. This country will not tire; we will not 
rest until the danger to civilization is re-
moved. 

A lot of people support the military here 
in this part of our country, and I want to 
thank you for that. A lot of you have got rel-
atives who wear the Nation’s uniform. When 
you e-mail them or write them a letter or 
talk to them on the phone, you tell them the 
Commander in Chief is incredibly proud of 
the sacrifice and service they’re giving to this 
Nation. 

We’ll stay on the offensive. We’ll do what 
it takes to keep this country secure. But I 
want you to know, I fully understand the best 
way for long-term security is for this Nation 
to work to spread freedom around the world. 
See, free nations don’t attack their neighbors. 
Free nations don’t develop weapons of mass 
terror to blackmail or threaten the world. 
That’s why we will succeed in Iraq. A free 
Iraq, a free and peaceful Iraq, is in this na-
tional—is in our national interests. It’s in the 
interests of our children and our grand-
children. Can you imagine what will take 
place, the change that will take place when 

democracy flourishes in the midst of a part 
of the world that has been an area of hate 
and violence? 

I also understand this, that freedom is not 
America’s gift to the world, freedom is the 
Almighty’s gift to every person who lives in 
this world. 

I want to thank you all for taking time out 
of your Saturday evenings to come out here. 
You’re showing a strong commitment to your 
State, and I’m proud for that. You’re showing 
a strong commitment of what it means to be 
a citizen living in a democracy. I’m going to 
ask you to take it a little extra farther. 

Audience members. [Inaudible] 
The President. Thank you. [Laughter] If 

you love me so much, make sure you turn 
out to vote. [Laughter] Make sure you go 
to the polls. Make sure you put this good 
man in office. Mississippi can do better, and 
Haley Barbour will lead Mississippi to that 
day. 

Thanks for coming. May God bless. Thank 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:28 p.m. at Jones 
Park. In his remarks, he referred to gubernatorial 
candidate Haley Barbour and his wife, Marsha; 
Amy Tuck, incumbent candidate for Mississippi 
Lieutenant Governor; Representative Charles W. 
‘‘Chip’’ Pickering, Jr., of Mississippi; Charles W. 
Pickering, Sr., nominee to be U.S. Circuit Judge 
for the Fifth Circuit; and rock music group Lynyrd 
Skynyrd.

Remarks at CraneWorks in 
Birmingham, Alabama 
November 3, 2003

Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s great 
to be back in the great State of Alabama. 
I’m honored you all came out. Today I’m 
going to talk about a couple things on my 
mind. One is our economy. I want to make 
sure people are working here in Alabama and 
all across America. I’m going to talk about 
how to make America a more secure place. 

Before I do, I want to thank the 
CraneWorks boys for hosting us, the broth-
ers, the Upton boys—[laughter]—entre-
preneurs, job creators, dreamers, people who 
have created something out of nothing. I 
want to thank the employees as well for being 
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such hard-working, good folks here at 
CraneWorks. I’m honored to be in your place 
of business. I’m honored here—in a company 
that is creating jobs, new jobs, to be talking 
about how best we can continue to create 
new jobs all across America. This economy 
of ours is growing. The entrepreneurial spirit 
is strong. 

But there’s more work to do, and that’s 
what I want to talk to you all today about. 
Before I do so, I do want to thank David 
and Steve for hosting us. I want to thank Rom 
Reddy as well. Rom is a local entrepreneur. 
He started Nexcel Synthetics. I’m going to 
talk a little bit about his business, but I know 
he’s got some employees here as well, hard-
working people who have helped take this 
startup company from nothing to something 
in a quick period of time. The chief executive 
officer has got a bright and enthused future 
about this little company. He’s talking about 
creating more jobs, but he also said, ‘‘When 
you get up there, make sure you recognize 
the people that work with me in my com-
pany, because I wouldn’t be having, or we 
wouldn’t be having the success we’re having 
with out the good, hard-working people that 
are working with Rom.’’ So wherever you are, 
thank you for coming. 

I’m traveling in some pretty fancy com-
pany today, at least from the airport to here. 
Your Governor, Bob Riley, is here today, and 
I want to thank my friend for serving the 
State of Alabama. I appreciate you being 
here, Governor. 

Two really fine United States Senators are 
here with us, strong allies, good friends, and 
that’s Richard Shelby and Jeff Sessions. I ap-
preciate you all coming. The mighty Alabama 
congressional delegation is strong and active. 
Spencer Bachus and Robert Aderholt and Jo 
Bonner and Mike Rogers and Terry Everett 
are all with us today. Congresspeople, thanks 
for coming. Attorney general from the State 
of Alabama is with us, Bill Pryor. I’m hon-
ored that Judge Pryor is here. 

Today, when I landed out there, I met a 
fellow named Jason Nabors. You probably 
never heard of Jason. He is a soldier in the 
army of compassion here in Birmingham, 
Alabama. The reason I like to bring up peo-
ple who are volunteering in their community 
is, oftentimes people look at America and say, 

‘‘Well, that’s a mighty country,’’ because 
we’ve got a strong military; it’s a mighty 
country because our wallets are heavier than 
other people around the world. No, we’re a 
mighty country because the people who live 
here in this country are decent, caring, com-
passionate people who have heard the call 
to love a neighbor just like you’d like to be 
loved yourself. 

Jason Nabors works at a local law firm, and 
by the way, his law firm encourages the law-
yers in that firm to find a way to contribute 
to the Birmingham community by helping 
somebody who hurts. He’s involved with 
First Look. It is a nonprofit organization that 
is created to increase the number of young-
sters and young adults in the service to the 
people of Alabama by encouraging them to 
follow their hearts, by mentoring a child, by 
helping somebody who may be addicted, by 
feeding the hungry and housing the home-
less. 

I see we’ve got Scouts with us today. 
There’s nothing better than being a Boy 
Scout leader and sending good signals and 
examples to the youth of America. For all 
of you who take time out of your busy lives 
to help somebody in need, I want to thank 
you from the bottom of my heart. You are 
the strength of our country. 

When we talk about our economy and the 
future of our country, it’s important to re-
member what we have been through. See, 
we’ve been through a lot here in America. 
The stock market started to decline about 
9 months before Dick Cheney and I showed 
up in Washington, and then the country was 
in a recession. That means three quarters of 
negative growth. That means we were head-
ed backwards. That means people were not 
finding work. That means we had trouble on 
the homefront of many homes across the 
country, because people weren’t able to do 
their job of providing food for their families; 
they were looking for work. 

And then we began to recover somewhat, 
and the enemy hit us on September the 11th, 
2001, and that hurt. It hurt us economically. 
Frankly, it hurt us psychologically, because 
most of us grew up in a period where we 
thought oceans would protect us from harm. 
We saw a problem overseas, we could deal 
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with it if we felt it was necessary for our secu-
rity, but we at home were secure. We were 
protected. It was a big blow to us. It hurt 
a lot. We responded. We dedicated ourselves 
to the security of this country. We under-
stood the challenge. America is a tough, re-
solved nation when we’re challenged. 

And then we began to recover from that, 
and our confidence was shaken by the fact 
that some of our chief executive officers for-
got what it meant to be responsible citizens. 
They didn’t tell the truth. They didn’t tell 
the truth to their employees. They didn’t tell 
the truth to their shareholders. They be-
trayed the trust. We passed laws, by the way, 
that are sending a clear signal: If you betray 
the trust, there will be a consequence; we 
will hold you responsible for not telling the 
truth. But the fact that some in corporate 
America betrayed the trust affected our con-
fidence. 

And then, as you well know, we marched 
to war in Afghanistan and Iraq for the secu-
rity of our country and for the peace of the 
world, all of which affected our confidence. 
It affected the economy. I mean, Alabama 
has been hit hard by—in the manufacturing 
sector, the textile sector. These are chal-
lenges, but we met the challenges with ac-
tion. We took tough action in order to move 
this economy forward. 

First of all, as I mentioned, we passed new 
laws that say if you’re going to cheat, we will 
hold you to account. And if you noticed, 
some of those who behaved irresponsibly are 
now being held to account. Secondly, we 
acted on principle. We said the best way to 
get this economy going and the best way to 
help people find work is to let people keep 
more of their own money. We understand 
how the economy works. If a person has 
more of his or her own money, they’re likely 
to demand a good or a service, and when 
somebody demands a good or a service, in 
this economy, somebody is going to produce 
the good or a service. And when somebody 
produces a good or a service, somebody is 
more likely to find a job. 

And so, therefore, I went to the Congress, 
not once but twice, and said, ‘‘In order for 
people to be able to find work here in the 
country, let’s pass meaningful, real tax relief.’’ 
And I want to thank the two Senators and 

the Members of Congress who are here 
today for joining me in passing tax relief so 
people can find work. 

We wanted tax relief to be as broad and 
as fair as possible, so we reduced taxes on 
everybody who pays taxes. We thought that 
was a fair principle. Government shouldn’t 
try to pick or choose winners and losers on 
who gets tax relief. If you’re going to reduce 
taxes, reduce them on everybody, which is 
precisely what we did. We felt like the mar-
riage penalty sent the wrong signal. See, we 
want people to be married. We think mar-
riage is good. We think it’s a part of a—[ap-
plause]—but the Tax Code penalized mar-
riage. And so we’ve reduced the marriage 
penalty. 

We understand that it’s—when the econ-
omy is slow and people are worried about 
the future, that it takes a lot to raise a child. 
And so we increased the child credit from 
$600 per child to $1,000 per child. This sum-
mer, I remember going to Pennsylvania 
where they were cutting the checks, and I 
said, ‘‘The check’s in the mail.’’ Fortunately, 
it turned out to be in the mail. [Laughter] 
People got money back, money in their pock-
et. If you had a child, you got $400 per child. 
That meant you’re in a position to demand 
the additional good or a service, which meant 
somebody was more likely to find work here. 

We also wanted to encourage investment. 
If you’re interested in job creation, then you 
must be interested in encouraging invest-
ment. When people invest in plant equip-
ment, for example, it means somebody is 
going to have to produce the plant—produce 
the equipment. And so we encouraged in-
vestment by quadrupling the expense deduc-
tion for small business investment. I’m going 
to talk a little bit about that in a second. But 
we also cut taxes on dividends and capital 
gains to encourage investment. More invest-
ment means more jobs. 

We also believe that if you’re a small busi-
ness or a farmer or a rancher, you ought to 
be able to leave your assets to whomever you 
choose without the Government getting in 
the way again, so we’re phasing out the Fed-
eral death tax. We don’t believe the IRS 
should follow you into your grave. [Laughter] 

We passed these measures to help individ-
uals, but the measures we passed also are 
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incredibly important to the small-business 
sector of America. The small-business sector 
of our country is vital for job creation. See, 
most new jobs in America are created by 
small businesses. Most small businesses pay 
a tax at the individual income tax level. 

See, if you’re a Subchapter S, or a limited 
liability corporation, just like the two small 
businesses I’ve spoken of today, then when 
we cut individual taxes, it’s really a cut in 
taxes for small businesses. It means small-
business owners have got more money to in-
vest, and when they invest, it means some-
body is more likely to find a job. It is essential 
for those politicians in Washington to know 
that individual income tax relief is incredibly 
important for job creation, not only because 
it stimulates demand but because it provides 
a vital boost in the arm for the small-business 
sector here in America. The Uptons bought 
nine cranes last year in order to rent them 
out. And they told me that one of the reasons 
why is because of the tax relief. It provided 
an incentive for them to purchase additional 
equipment. 

Now, that means a couple of things: Some-
body has got to make the equipment, which 
means somebody is working; somebody has 
got to maintain the equipment, go rent the 
equipment; it means people here at 
CraneWorks are more likely to keep a job; 
but in the Uptons’ case, or this case, you’ve 
actually added 15 jobs this year. Now, that’s 
a lot for a startup company, but it’s a really 
a lot when you think about the 15 jobs here 
and the 15 jobs there and this small business 
in another State. It’s the compound effect 
of the hiring decisions of millions of small 
businesses that paint a good perspective for 
people to be able to find work. If you’re in-
terested in job creation in America, you’ve 
got to understand the role small businesses 
play in the creation of new jobs in this econ-
omy. CraneWorks is such an example. 

Steve Upton says about investing, ‘‘You go 
out there; you take your risks’’—these are his 
words, not mine—‘‘you put people to work; 
you get aggressive; and you get business.’’ 
That’s the entrepreneurial spirit. That’s what 
America is all about. That just goes with hav-
ing a vision for a better tomorrow. That vision 
was cleared up somewhat by the tax plan we 
passed, and I appreciate the Congressmen 

understanding and the Senators under-
standing the vital role that small business 
plays. 

Now look, CraneWorks isn’t going to suc-
ceed because of Government policy. It’s up 
to the Uptons to figure out how to build a 
strategy that works. It’s up to the Uptons to 
figure out a marketing plan. It’s up to them 
to make wise investment decisions. It’s up 
to them to treat their employees with dignity. 
But all Government is doing is trying to put 
a little wind at their sails, and it seems to 
be working. 

I appreciate Rom Reddy. He’s an entre-
preneur. He said the tax relief helped him 
gain confidence in making investments—as 
he said, leveraged up the opportunity to 
make investments, so he bought $6 million 
in new equipment so he could get in the arti-
ficial turf business. And somebody had to 
make the equipment when he purchased it. 
Somebody had to sell the equipment. In 
other words, it’s part of economic activity, 
when people make rational decisions in the 
marketplace. Tax relief encouraged rational 
decisions to be made in the marketplace. 

Rom’s company has gone from zero sales, 
zero turf sales, to 17 million in a quick period 
of time. He’s added 60 new jobs in one year. 
Sixty people are now working. The tax relief 
helped him to have the confidence necessary 
to move forward. By the way, a lot of his 
sales are going in Europe and China. See, 
I’m going to talk a little bit about what it 
means to open up markets, but I just want 
you to know that his business is going to be 
more successful because he’s developing a 
product that he’s confident he can sell in 
other markets, which is good for job creation, 
and it’s good for the 60 he’s got working for 
him and the some he intends to add. Tax 
relief puts money into the pockets of those 
who are hiring new people. 

We’ve got a consistent and effective strat-
egy, and we’re making progress. Remember, 
this last week, a surprising announcement—
at least, it confounded some of the experts—
that our third quarter economic growth was 
vibrant. And that’s good. Inflation is down, 
and that’s good. After-tax incomes are up. 
People are keeping more of their own 
money, and that’s really important for eco-
nomic growth. 
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We’ve got the best workforce in the world 
here in America, incredibly high productivity 
gains, which is vital for competition and job 
creation in the long run. By reducing taxes, 
this administration kept a promise. We did 
the right thing at the right time for the Amer-
ican economy. 

And our country is approaching a choice 
now. Just as our economy is gaining some 
momentum, some in our Nation’s Capital, 
some in Washington, are saying now is the 
right time to raise taxes. To be fair, they think 
any time’s a good time to raise taxes. [Laugh-
ter] They’re consistent. [Laughter] So am I. 
I strongly disagree. Raising taxes now will 
wreck economic recovery and will punish 
hard-working Americans and endanger thou-
sands of jobs. 

There’s some other things we can do to 
make sure that the momentum in our econ-
omy continues, and I want to talk about them 
right quick. It’s what we call the six-point 
plan. I’ve laid it out for Congress to consider. 
First, in order to make sure our small-busi-
ness sector is strong and vibrant and make 
sure they continue to create new jobs, we 
must allow small businesses to form what we 
call associated health plans. That will allow 
small businesses to pool risk so that they can 
better control the cost of health care. 

We also must have medical liability re-
form. I’m worried about the—what I call friv-
olous lawsuits that make it hard for docs to 
practice medicine and run up the cost of 
medicine. It makes medicine less affordable 
and less available. And by the way, frivolous 
lawsuits increase the cost of the Federal 
budget to Medicaid and Medicare and vet-
erans health benefits. You need your day in 
court when you run into a bad doc, but we’ve 
got to control these frivolous lawsuits be-
cause they’re making health care too costly. 
Since it affects the Federal budget, medical 
liability reform is a national issue that re-
quires a national solution. The Senate needs 
to pass that bill. 

And the Senate needs to get out for the 
junk lawsuits that make it hard to do busi-
ness. It’s important that we have a judicial 
system that’s fair and balanced. Class action 
lawsuits oftentimes are not fair and balanced. 
After all, the money goes to the lawyers and 
not to the people who got hurt. We need 

a system that’s fair and balanced, and the 
Senate needs to act on that. 

We’ve got to cut useless government regu-
lations. We need to do it at the Federal level. 
Riley needs to do it here at the State level. 
We need to make sure our entrepreneurs are 
focused on job creation, not filling out need-
less paperwork. 

But I believe if you’re good at something, 
you ought to promote it. We’re great farmers. 
We’re really good ranchers. We’re great en-
trepreneurs. We ought to be opening up 
markets for U.S. products. If you’re inter-
ested in job creation, companies ought to be 
encouraged to sell overseas. If you’re good 
at something, let’s promote it. I’m con-
cerned, like you are, that trade is not on a 
level playing field, so this administration is 
spending a lot of time to make sure that trade 
is a two-way street, that it’s fair, that it’s open. 

But I want you to know that 220 foreign 
companies from 30 nations have located right 
here in Alabama, in factories and offices, 
which means jobs for Alabama citizens. 
Trade, if it’s done right, can help create new 
jobs, and that’s what this administration is 
committed to doing. 

We also ought to make sure that tax relief 
is permanent. It’s hard for me to explain the 
rules in Washington. Let me put it to you 
this way: the Congress giveth and the Con-
gress taketh away—not because of these 
Members, by the way. But much of the tax 
relief we passed is scheduled to go away, and 
that’s a problem if you’re a small-business 
owner. 

The Upton boys need to have certainty in 
the Tax Code, so when they plan in the fu-
ture, they know what the rules are going to 
be. If you’re raising a family, you don’t want 
the child credit to go back down again. If 
you’re married, you don’t want the marriage 
penalty to raise. And yet, because of the quirk 
in the law, the taxes we passed will steadily 
increase over time. And we’ve got to make 
the tax relief permanent. For the sake of job 
creation, the Congress must make the tax re-
lief permanent. 

And finally, we need a national energy pol-
icy. If you’re in the manufacturing sector, you 
rely upon energy. And the thought of energy 
supplies being disrupted because of short-
ages makes it hard for people to plan and 
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be aggressive about the future. We had a 
wake-up call this summer. It became quite 
evident that some of the electricity grid 
needs to be modernized so that people can 
know the lights are going to be on in their 
houses, so businessowners can plan for the 
future. 

We submitted a plan to Congress about 
2 years ago that had some key principles. 
One, we need to modernize the electricity 
grid. We need to encourage more invest-
ment. Those providing electricity must do so 
on a—must have reliability standards not on 
a voluntary basis, on a mandatory basis. 
We’re going to make it mandatory that you 
make sure you’ve got backup systems avail-
able for the people, so if the electricity goes 
out here, you can crank it back up there. But 
the system needs to be modernized. It’s anti-
quated in some parts. 

Secondly, we need to use our technologies 
to encourage conservation. That’s very im-
portant. Conservation is a vital part of the 
future of our country. We also use our tech-
nologies to find different sources of energy. 
I think it would be great if we were able 
to grow our way out of an energy crisis, have 
the farmers produce product that’ll be con-
verted into fuel. That makes sense. 

But we’ve also got to find more energy and 
use the energy we’ve got at home. We need 
clean coal technology. We need to use our 
technologies to explore in environmentally 
friendly ways. Let me tell you what I’m tell-
ing you, for the sake of national security and 
for the sake of economic security, we need 
to be less reliant on foreign sources of en-
ergy. 

The House passed a bill. The Senate 
passed a bill. They’re now reconciling their 
differences. They need to get the job done. 
They need to get an energy bill to my desk. 
They need to make sure that this country 
is planning for the future with good, sound 
energy policy. 

We’ve overcome a lot in this country. The 
economy took some serious shocks. But you 
know, the entrepreneurial spirit is strong, 
and the workforce is vibrant. We handled a 
lot; we’ve overcome it. And now we’re grow-
ing. And the six-point plan I laid out is a 
plan that says to the Congress, ‘‘Let’s get to-
gether to make sure the economic momen-

tum continues.’’ We want people working. 
We’re saddened by the fact that somebody 
might be looking for work and can’t find a 
job. There’s more jobs to be created here 
in America. We’ve laid the foundation for 
growth. They need to get these other six 
things done so we can continue the momen-
tum. 

I’m optimistic about our future because 
I’m optimistic when I meet people like Rom 
and the Upton boys. They love their country. 
They love the people working with them. The 
entrepreneurial spirit in their heart is strong. 
They take risk. They’re willing to make cal-
culated risk in order to not only expand their 
businesses but to make employment possible 
for people here in the great State of Alabama. 

As we overcome the challenges to the 
economy, we’re also answering the chal-
lenges to the national security. September 
the 11th, 2001, moved the country to grief. 
It also moved us to action. We must never 
forget the lessons of September the 11th, 
2001. We must never forget that tragic day. 

I made a pledge that day, and we’ve kept 
it. We will bring the guilty to justice. We 
will secure America. We put together a 
Homeland Security Department to do the 
best we possibly can in coordinating Federal 
efforts and State efforts and local efforts to 
protect people. We’re doing everything we 
can to get resources to the—those on the 
frontline of national, State, and local emer-
gency. That would be your firefighters and 
your police officers and your emergency-
management teams. But the best way to se-
cure the homeland is to hunt the enemy 
down one at a time and bring them to justice, 
which is what America is going to do. 

America cannot retreat from our respon-
sibilities. We can’t hope for the best. See, 
that’s what September the 11th taught us, 
that we must be diligent and active. We can’t 
hope terrorists will change their attitudes. I 
like to remind people that therapy is not 
going to work with this bunch. [Laughter] 
And that’s why we’ve got some really incred-
ibly brave people on the hunt. We will win 
the war on terror; there’s no doubt in my 
mind. We will not rest; we will not tire until 
the danger to America and civilization is re-
moved. 
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We have got a great United States military, 
and some of the best have fallen in service 
to our fellow Americans. We mourn every 
loss. We honor every name. We grieve with 
every family. And we will always be grateful 
that liberty has found such brave defenders. 

We have put the best on the job of secur-
ing America and defending the peace. Five 
hundred soldiers in the 877th Engineer Bat-
talion, the Alabama National Guard, are de-
ployed. They’re fixing roads so life will be 
better. They’re rebuilding orphanages. 
They’re repairing schools. These proud sons 
and daughters of Alabama were responsible 
for demolishing the final hideout of the 
thugs, the sons of Saddam Hussein. 

We’re grateful for them, and I’m grateful 
to their families for making the sacrifice. You 
see, freedom’s home is America. We’re free-
dom’s defender. We understand that the ad-
vance of human liberty is in our national in-
terests. We remember the lessons of Sep-
tember the 11th, but we also remember that 
free nations do not attack their neighbors, 
free nations do not develop weapons of mass 
terror to blackmail or hold hostage the world. 
We also know that America—that freedom 
is not America’s gift to the world; that’s what 
we know; freedom is the Almighty’s gift to 
everybody who lives in this world. 

The terrorists and the killers and those 
who harbor terrorists cannot stand the 
thought of a free society in their midst. That’s 
why the mission in Iraq is vital. A free Iraq 
will be a peaceful Iraq, and a free and peace-
ful Iraq are important for the national secu-
rity of America. A free and peaceful Iraq will 
make it more likely that our children and 
grandchildren will be able to grow up with-
out the horrors of September the 11th. We’ll 
defeat the terrorists there so we don’t have 
to face them on our own streets. 

The enemy in Iraq believes America will 
run. That’s why they’re willing to kill inno-
cent civilians, relief workers, coalition troops. 
America will never run. America will do what 
is necessary to make our country more se-
cure. 

We’ve come through a lot in this country, 
and yet, there is a lot more to do. By being 
patient and united and determined, by re-
membering the values that make us a strong 

and unique nation, this country will prosper, 
and our Nation will prevail. 

I want to thank you all for coming. May 
God bless you all, and may God continue to 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. in the 
equipment warehouse. In his remarks, he referred 
to David and Steve Upton, owners, CraneWorks; 
Rom L. Reddy, founder, chairman of the board, 
and chief executive officer, Nexcel Synthetics, 
LLC; and Uday and Qusay Hussein, sons of 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq, who 
were killed July 22 by U.S. military forces in 
Mosul, Iraq.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Luncheon in Birmingham, Alabama 
November 3, 2003

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for coming. I told Shelby I wanted 
a short introduction. [Laughter] He deliv-
ered. [Laughter] Thanks for coming. I’m 
thrilled to be back in the great State of Ala-
bama. I do have a lot of friends here, and 
I appreciate your friendship, and I appreciate 
your support. What we’re doing here is laying 
the foundation for what is going to be a great 
national victory in 2004. 

And I’m getting ready for it. [Laughter] 
I’m loosening up. [Laughter] But I want you 
to know that politics will come in its own 
time. As my strong supporters, you’ve got to 
know that I know I’ve got a job to do. And 
so when you start laying the grassroots orga-
nization and you go to your coffee shops and 
your houses of worship and your farm imple-
mentation dealership, you tell them the 
President is doing the job. He’s doing the 
job for every single American. I will keep 
America strong and secure and prosperous 
and free. 

My regret is that Laura didn’t come. A lot 
of people are——

Audience member. [Inaudible] 
The President. Yes, I’m sure it is. [Laugh-

ter] She said, ‘‘Mine, too.’’ [Laughter] She 
understands you drew the short straw. 
[Laughter] For the people in Mobile who 
are here, thank you for coming up. But you 
drew the long straw, and Laura had a fabu-
lous visit down to Mobile, Alabama. But she 
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sends her best. I’ve got to tell you, I’m really 
proud of her. She is a fabulous wife, a great 
mother, and a wonderful First Lady. 

I want to thank Richard and Annette for 
their friendship. Shelby is a good man, and 
he told me, he said, ‘‘I’m going to make sure 
this fundraiser is successful.’’ I know here 
we’re talking about our election campaign, 
but it’s very important you send Senator 
Shelby back to the United States Senate. And 
I also like your other Senator a lot, Senator 
Jeff Sessions. He’s doing a fabulous job for 
Alabama. 

I’m proud to be here with my friend the 
Governor of Alabama, Bob Riley. I appre-
ciate Governor Riley coming. I’m also hon-
ored to be with many members of the Ala-
bama Congressional delegation: Jo Bonner 
and Terry Everett and Mike Rogers and Rob-
ert Aderholt and Spencer Bachus. I want to 
thank all of them for coming. 

And I want you all to know who came up 
here with Robert’s mother, that I know 
where Winston County, Alabama, is—
[laughter]—mobile homes and Republicans. 
[Laughter] 

I appreciate so very much Attorney Gen-
eral Bill Pryor. I want to thank my friend 
Mercer Reynolds from Cincinnati, Ohio, who 
is the national finance chairman for Bush-
Cheney. He’s an entrepreneur, like many of 
you all are. He is taking time out of his life 
to help us gather the resources necessary to 
run a vibrant campaign, and I appreciate his 
help. And I want to thank Mike Thompson. 
Mike is our State finance chairman here in 
Alabama, and obviously he has done, along 
with many others, a fabulous job of orga-
nizing this fundraiser. 

I want to thank Marty Connors and Edgar 
Welden and Bettye Fine Collins, all of whom 
are very much involved in grassroots politics 
here in Alabama. I’m going to be counting 
on you. I’m going to be counting on you to 
put up the signs and to send out the letters 
and counting on you to get this grassroots 
organization alive and well here. We can’t 
win this without your help. 

I want to thank you for—all of you who 
are involved in grassroots politics. I want to 
thank the local officials and the State officials 
who are here. I want to thank the mayors 
who are here. 

I had the honor of meeting Johnny Spann, 
whose son, Mike, was one of the first casual-
ties in the war on terror in Afghanistan. Our 
prayers are with the Spann family. I want 
to thank Johnny for his spirit and his 
strength, and I want to thank Mike for giving 
his life for a cause greater than himself. 

And finally, I want to thank Dr. Charles 
Durham, the pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Tuscaloosa. I’m not surprised that 
Shelby made sure that the pastor here was 
from Tuscaloosa. [Laughter] 

Most of all, I want to thank you all for 
coming. 

In the last 21⁄2 years, our Nation has acted 
decisively to confront great challenges. I 
came to this office to solve problems, instead 
of passing them on to future Presidents and 
future generations. I came to seize opportu-
nities instead of letting them slip away. My 
administration is meeting the tests of our 
time. 

Terrorists declared war on the United 
States of America, and war is what they got. 
We’ve captured or killed many of the key 
leaders of Al Qaida network, and the rest of 
them know we’re on their trail. In Afghani-
stan and in Iraq, we gave ultimatums to ter-
ror regimes. Those regimes chose defiance, 
and those regimes are no more. Fifty million 
people in those two countries once lived 
under tyranny, and today, they live in free-
dom. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was 
not receiving the resources it needed, and 
morale was beginning to suffer. So we in-
creased the defense budgets to prepare for 
the threats of a new era, and today, no one 
in the world can question the skill and the 
strength and the spirit of the United States 
military. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an 
economy in recession. And then our country 
was attacked. And we had scandals in cor-
porate America, and we marched to war, all 
of which affected the people’s confidence. 
But we acted. We passed tough new laws 
to hold corporate criminals to account. And 
to get the economy going again, I have twice 
led the United States Congress to pass his-
toric tax relief for the American people. 

We know that when Americans have more 
take-home pay to spend, to save, or invest, 
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the whole economy grows, and people are 
more likely to find a job. So we’re passing 
money back to the people to help them raise 
their families. We’re reducing taxes on divi-
dends and capital gains to encourage invest-
ment. We’re giving small businesses incen-
tives to expand and to hire new people. With 
all these actions, we’re laying the foundation 
for greater economic prosperity and jobs 
across America so every single person in this 
country can realize the American Dream. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, there was a lot 
of talk about education reform, but there 
wasn’t much action. So I called for and the 
Congress passed the No Child Left Behind 
Act. With a solid bipartisan majority, we de-
livered the most dramatic education reforms 
in a generation. We insist upon high stand-
ards and accountability in every public school 
in America because we believe every child 
can learn. We are challenging the soft bigotry 
of low expectations. In return for increased 
Federal money, we expect results. We want 
to see results. The days of excuse-making are 
over. We expect results because we don’t 
want one single child in America left behind. 

We’ve reorganized our Government and 
created the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to better safeguard our borders and ports 
and to better protect the American people. 
We passed trade promotion authority to open 
new markets for Alabama’s farmers and en-
trepreneurs and manufacturers. We passed 
budget agreements to help maintain a much 
needed spending discipline in Washington, 
DC. On issue after issue, this administration 
has acted on principle, has kept its word, and 
has made progress for the American people. 

And the Congress has shared in these great 
achievements. I’ve got a great relationship 
with Denny Hastert, the Speaker of the 
House, and Bill Frist, the majority leader, 
as I do with the Alabama Senators and con-
gressional delegation. They deserve a lot of 
credit. We’re working hard to change the 
tone in Washington. And the truth of the 
matter is, there’s just too much needless poli-
tics up there. We’re focusing on the people’s 
business, focusing on results. 

And those are the kind of people I’ve at-
tracted to my administration. I’ve put to-
gether a superb team on behalf of the Amer-
ican people, starting with a Birmingham soul, 

Condi Rice, who is doing a fabulous job. Our 
country has had no finer Vice President than 
Dick Cheney. Mother may have a different 
opinion. [Laughter] 

We’ve done a lot in 21⁄2 years. We’ve come 
far. But our work is only beginning. I have 
set great goals worthy of a great nation. First, 
America is committed to expanding the 
realm of freedom and peace for our own se-
curity and for the benefit of the world. And 
second, in our own country, we must work 
for a society of prosperity and compassion 
so that every citizen has a chance to work 
and succeed and to realize the great prom-
ise—the great promise—of America. 

It is clear that the future of freedom and 
peace depend on the actions of America. This 
Nation is freedom’s home and freedom’s de-
fender. We welcome this charge of history, 
and we are keeping it. 

Our war on terror continues. And the en-
emies of freedom are not idle, and neither 
are we. This country will not rest; we will 
not tire; we will not stop until this danger 
to civilization is removed. We are confronting 
that danger in Iraq, where Saddam holdouts 
and foreign terrorists are desperately trying 
to throw Iraq into chaos by attacking our 
forces and aid workers and innocent Iraqi 
citizens. They know that the advance of free-
dom in Iraq will be a major defeat for the 
cause of terror. This collection of killers is 
trying to shake the will of America. We will 
not be intimidated. 

We are aggressively striking the terrorists 
in Iraq, defeating them there so we will not 
have to face them in our own country. We’re 
calling other nations to help Iraq to build 
a free country, which will make us all more 
secure. We’re standing with the Iraqi people 
as they assume more of their own defense 
and move toward self-government. These are 
not easy tasks, but they’re essential tasks for 
the security of the United States and for the 
peace of the world. We will finish what we 
have begun, and we will win this essential 
victory in the war on terror. 

Our greatest security comes from the ad-
vance of human liberty, because free nations 
do not support terror, free nations do not 
attack their neighbors, free nations do not 
develop weapons of mass terror. Americans 
believe that freedom is the deepest need and 

VerDate jul 14 2003 01:01 Nov 11, 2003 Jkt 203250 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P45NOT4.007 P45NOT4



1534 Nov. 3 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

hope of every human heart. And I believe 
that freedom is the right of every person, and 
I believe that freedom is the future of every 
nation. 

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous respon-
sibilities. We have duties in this world, and 
when we see disease and starvation and 
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away. On 
the continent of Africa, America is now com-
mitted to bringing the healing power, the 
healing power of medicine to millions of men 
and women and children now suffering with 
AIDS. This great land is leading the world 
in this incredibly important work of human 
rescue. 

We face challenges here at home as well, 
and our actions will prove that we’re equal 
to those challenges. I just spent some time 
at CraneWorks, a successful small business 
here in Alabama. I went there to deliver this 
message as clearly as I could: So long as any-
body in our country is looking for work and 
can’t find a job, I know we have a problem; 
my job as the President is to continue to cre-
ate an environment for small businesses to 
grow to be big businesses, an environment 
that rewards the entrepreneurial spirit. 

We have a duty to keep our commitments 
to America’s seniors by strengthening and 
modernizing Medicare. The Congress has 
taken historic action. The House acted and 
the Senate acted to improve the lives of older 
Americans. For the first time since the cre-
ation of Medicare, the Congress is passing 
reforms to increase choices for our seniors 
and to provide coverage for prescription 
drugs. Those two bodies need to iron out 
their differences and to modernize the Medi-
care system. We owe it to our seniors and 
we owe it to those of us who are going to 
be seniors to have a modern Medicare sys-
tem. 

For the sake of our health care system, 
we need to cut down on the frivolous lawsuits 
which increase the cost of medicine. People 
who have been harmed by a bad doc deserve 
their day in court. Yet the system should not 
reward lawyers who are simply fishing for a 
rich settlement. Frivolous lawsuits drive up 
the cost of health care, and they therefore 
affect the Federal budget. Medical liability 
reform is a national issue which requires a 

national solution. The House of Representa-
tives passed a good bill. It is stuck in the 
United States Senate. Senators must realize 
that no one has ever been healed by a frivo-
lous lawsuit. 

I have a responsibility as the President to 
make sure the judicial system runs well, and 
I have met that duty. I have nominated su-
perb men and women to the Federal courts, 
people who will interpret the law, not legis-
late from the bench. I have nominated really 
good, honest people like Bill Pryor. Bill Pryor 
will make a fantastic judge on the court of 
appeals. Because of a small group of Senators 
who are willfully obstructing the process, 
some of my nominees, like Bill, have had to 
wait months, in some cases, even years, for 
an up-or-down vote. But needless to say, 
delays in the system are harming the admin-
istration of justice. They are deeply unfair 
to the nominees themselves. It is time for 
some Members of the United States Senate 
to stop playing politics with American justice. 

The Congress needs to complete work on 
a comprehensive energy plan. Our Nation 
must promote energy efficiency. We must 
work to increase conservation. We must de-
velop cleaner technology to explore for sup-
plies of energy at home in environmentally 
friendly ways. But for the sake of our eco-
nomic security and for the sake of our na-
tional security, we must become less depend-
ent on foreign sources of energy. 

Our strong and prosperous Nation must 
also be a compassionate nation. I will con-
tinue to advance our agenda of compas-
sionate conservatism, which means we’ll 
apply the most innovative and effective ideas 
to the task of helping our fellow citizens in 
need. There are still millions of men and 
women who want to end their dependence 
on Government and become independent 
through hard work. We must build on the 
success of welfare reform to bring work and 
dignity into the lives of more of our citizens. 

Congress should complete the ‘‘Citizen 
Service Act’’ so that more Americans can 
serve their communities and their country. 
Both Houses should reach agreement on my 
Faith-Based Initiative to support the armies 
of compassion that are mentoring children 
and caring for the homeless and offering 
hope to the addicted. This Nation of ours—
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[applause]—Government should welcome 
the great work that comes out of our Chris-
tian houses and Jewish temples and Muslim 
institutions. We must not fear faith in our 
society. We must welcome faith and welcome 
the armies of compassion who are healing 
hearts and helping change America one soul 
at a time. 

A compassionate society must provide—
promote opportunity for all, and that in-
cludes the independence and dignity that 
come from ownership. This administration 
will constantly promote an ownership society 
in America. We want more people owning 
their home. We’ve got homeownership—a 
minority homeownership gap in America. 
I’ve submitted a plan to Congress to close 
that gap. 

We want more people owning their own 
health care plans and managing their own 
health care plans. We want people to manage 
and own their own retirement accounts. We 
want more people owning their own small 
business. We understand that when a person 
owns something, he or she has a vital stake 
in the future of America. 

In a compassionate society, people respect 
one another, respect their points of view, and 
they take responsibility for the decisions they 
make. The culture of America is changing 
from one that has said, ‘‘If it feels good, do 
it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame 
somebody else,’’ to a new culture in which 
each of us understands we are responsible 
for the decisions we make in life. If you are 
fortunate enough to be a mom or a dad, 
you’re responsible for loving your child with 
all your heart. If you are concerned about 
the quality of the education in the commu-
nity in which you live, you’re responsible for 
doing something about it. If you’re a CEO 
in corporate America, you’re responsible for 
telling the truth to your shareholders and 
your employees. 

And in this new responsibility society, each 
of us is responsible for loving our neighbor 
just like we’d like to be loved ourselves. We 
can see the culture of service and responsi-
bility growing around us. I started what’s 
called the USA Freedom Corps. If you’re in-
terested, you can go right on the computer 
and look it up. It’s a chance to encourage 
people to extend a compassionate hand to 

a neighbor in need, and the response has 
been strong. America is a giving country. The 
heart and soul of the American people is real-
ly the strength of our country. 

Policemen and firefighters and people who 
wear our Nation’s uniform are reminding us 
what it means to sacrifice for something 
greater than yourself. Once again, the chil-
dren of America believe in heroes because 
they see them every day. 

In these challenging times, the world has 
seen the resolve and the courage of America. 
And I have been privileged to see the com-
passion and the character of the American 
people. All the tests of the last 21⁄2 years have 
come to the right Nation. We’re a strong 
country, and we use that strength to defend 
the peace. We’re an optimistic country, con-
fident in ourselves and in ideals bigger than 
ourselves. Abroad, we seek to lift whole na-
tions by spreading freedom. At home, we 
seek to lift up lives by spreading opportunity 
to every corner of America. This is the work 
that history has set before us. We welcome 
it, and we know that for our country, the best 
days lie ahead. 

God bless. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 noon at the 
Sheraton Birmingham Hotel. In his remarks, he 
referred to Senator Richard Shelby of Alabama 
and his wife, Annette; Mercer Reynolds, national 
finance chairman, and Mike Thompson, Alabama 
State finance chairman, Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc.; 
Marty Connors, chairman, Alabama Republican 
Party; W. Edgar Welden, Sr., Alabama national 
committeeman, and Bettye Fine Collins, Alabama 
national committeewoman, Republican National 
Committee; and former President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq.

Statement on Senate Passage of the 
‘‘Emergency Supplemental 
Appropriations Act for Defense and 
for the Reconstruction of Iraq and 
Afghanistan, 2004’’
November 3, 2003

I commend Congress for providing vital 
funds to support our mission and our troops 
deployed in Afghanistan, Iraq, and else-
where. These resources, coupled with the 
growing assistance of international donors, 
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will provide essential support to make Iraq 
more secure and to help the Iraqi people 
transition to self-government. The funds will 
also enable us to continue our efforts to help 
Afghanistan become a peaceful, democratic, 
and prosperous nation that contributes to re-
gional stability. 

Our country is being tested. Those who 
seek to kill coalition forces and innocent 
Iraqis want America and its coalition partners 
to run so the terrorists can reclaim control. 
The strong bipartisan show of support for this 
bill underscores that America and the world 
are united to prevail in the central front in 
the war on terror by helping build a peaceful, 
democratic, and prosperous Iraq. 

I thank Chairmen Stevens and Young for 
their efforts and look forward to signing this 
bill.

Remarks on the California Wildfires 
and an Exchange With Reporters in 
Harbison Canyon, California 

November 4, 2003

The President. A lot of people in this 
neighborhood lost all their possessions, but 
the spirit is strong. America has got some 
wonderful citizenry who just refuse to be de-
feated. I met some families here that are ob-
viously crushed by the material loss, and they 
look forward to rebuilding—rebuilding their 
lives. And the role of government, the Fed-
eral Government and the State Government 
and the local government, is helping as best 
as we can. 

You know, the worst of nature can bring 
out the best in our fellow human beings. And 
to a person, they were thankful for the fact 
that neighbors do care about neighbors and 
people are helping people here. It’s just 
tough for a lot of folks who live in this part 
of the world. 

I want to thank the supervisor and fire-
fighters for welcoming us here. 

Let me answer a few questions, and we’ll 
keep going. 

Q. What do you say to these people——
The President. Hold it one second, 

please. We’ve got an order——
Q. I’m sorry. 

Iraq/California Wildfires 
Q. Thanks, Mr. President. I’ve got a cou-

ple questions. One, what’s your evaluation, 
your assessment of this scene you’ve seen 
here? And two, to more and more Ameri-
cans, the situation in Iraq is looking like a 
hot war. Are we back to major combat oper-
ations? 

The President. No, we’re back to finding 
these terrorists and bringing them to justice. 
And we will continue to find the terrorists 
and bring them to justice. These people want 
to—‘‘these people’’ being the terrorists and 
those who would kill innocent life—want us 
to retreat. They want us to leave, because 
they know that a free and peaceful Iraq in 
their midst will damage their cause. And we 
will stay the course. We will do our job. 

First question? 
Q. What’s your—what do you see when 

you look at this scene here? 
The President. I see more tragedy and 

heartache. I see the loss of a lot of material 
possessions. However, I see a strong spirit 
which exists here. I see people who are re-
solved to rebuild their lives. Amidst their 
tears, they do see hope, and that is a great 
tribute to the people in this part of Cali-
fornia. This State has been devastated: Over 
3,300 homes have been destroyed; 4,000-
some-odd structures have been destroyed; 
hundreds of thousands of acres have been 
burned. And yet the spirit is strong. People 
are resolved to move on with their life, and 
we want to help them. That’s why I’m here 
with Federal agencies, with the Governor 
and Governor-elect, as well as local officials, 
all of whom are determined to provide the 
resources necessary to help. 

Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, again on Iraq, sir. Are 

you moving to a process of Iraqification, try-
ing to use Iraqi——

The President. What was the word? 
Q. Iraqification—to accelerate the transi-

tion to the Iraqi people, instead of bringing 
in more international aid. Are you having 
trouble getting a broader——

The President. Randy, [Randall 
Mikkelsen, Reuters] we’ll do both. We’ll 
bring in aid from those countries that want 
to help. We had a very successful donors’ 
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conference. We just passed the supplemental 
yesterday. As you know, I look forward to 
signing it. I believe I’m going to sign it to-
morrow. And it is a commitment by our Gov-
ernment and our country to help the Iraqis 
rebuild their society. And that rebuilding is 
part of the development of a peaceful and 
free Iraq. And a peaceful and free Iraq is 
essential to the security of the United States. 
This will help change the world in a positive 
way, so that years from now, people will sit 
back and say, ‘‘Thank goodness America 
stayed the course and did what was necessary 
to win this battle in the war on terror.’’

Q. You seem to be accelerating the process 
of turning it over to Iraqis. Is that correct? 

The President. As you know, from the 
moment of liberating the country from Sad-
dam Hussein, we have now stood up over 
70,000 Iraqi citizens to be police, border pa-
trol, and beginnings of the military, so that 
Iraqis will be able to run their own country. 
That has been our mission all along, to de-
velop the conditions such that a free Iraq will 
emerge, run by the Iraqi citizens. 

You remember early on, I kept saying I’ve 
got great confidence in the capacity of the 
Iraq people to run their own country. And 
it is to this Nation’s advantage that there be 
a peaceful and free Iraq. It’s in our security 
interests. And it will help promote world 
peace for Iraq to emerge as a free and peace-
ful country. 

Edward [Ed Chen, Los Angeles Times]. 

California Wildfires 
Q. Mr. President, clearly the residents 

here appreciate your coming and your seeing 
the devastation here. Do you bring additional 
help, beyond what has been announced, sir? 

The President. No, what I do is I answer 
questions, Ed, as to whether or not the help 
that is available is being delivered. Hopefully, 
I get the truth. I mean, if there is a frustration 
at the Federal level, I need to know about 
it. I haven’t heard that yet. I’ve been—frank-
ly, Mike Brown and FEMA have been get-
ting high marks. But I want to see, as best 
as the President can possibly see, the truth. 

First of all, I’ve seen the truth of the devas-
tation of a fire. That’s evident. Now I want 
to know whether or not the help that is avail-
able is being expedited and made available. 

So far the marks appear to be good. But if 
we’re slow and if we’re not doing what we 
need to be doing, we’ll adjust and respond. 

Former President Saddam Hussein’s Role 
in Iraq 

Q. You said that Saddam Hussein is no 
longer a menace, but there’s reports that he 
may be behind these attacks. So how can we 
be sure that he is, in fact, no longer a men-
ace? 

The President. Well, he’s no longer run-
ning a country. He’s no longer got rape 
rooms, no longer raping young girls, having 
young girls raped because their families don’t 
agree with them. He’s no longer torturing 
people. He’s no longer developing mass 
graves. Remember, we discovered thousands 
and thousands and thousands of men, 
women, and children in mass graves in Iraq. 
He’s no longer running the—no longer 
threatening people, and he is no longer in 
power. We’ll get him. We’ll find him. 

Q. He’s not behind these attacks, though? 
The President. Oh, I’m sure he’s trying 

to stir up trouble. As I’ve said, Saddam loyal-
ists, those are the people, the torturers and 
murders and thugs that used to benefit from 
Saddam Hussein’s regime are the ones—
some of the ones creating the havoc, trying 
to create the conditions so that we leave, test-
ing our will. And I’m sure that—I don’t 
know, look, I can’t tell you what he’s doing. 
All I can tell you is, he’s not running Iraq. 
And all I can tell you as well, there’s a lot 
of—some people who are upset by the fact 
that he’s no longer in power. 

Loss of Life in Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, as you know, Sunday 

was the deadliest day in Iraq since the end 
of major combat. What was your reaction to 
the downing of the Chinook and the 16 sol-
diers who were killed on board? And also, 
should Americans be prepared for more such 
deadly days ahead? 

The President. I am saddened any time 
that there’s a loss of life. I’m saddened, be-
cause I know a family hurts. And there’s a 
deep pain in somebody’s heart. But I do want 
to remind the loved ones that their sons and 
daughters—or the sons in this case—died for 
a cause greater than themselves and a noble 
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cause, which is the security of the United 
States. A free and secure Iraq is in our na-
tional security interests. We are at war. 

And it’s essential that the people of Amer-
ica not forget the lessons of September the 
11th, 2001. We are vulnerable to attack. 
There are people that hate us, and there are 
people who are willing to take thousands of 
lives in acts of tremendous violence. And the 
United States must understand that and ad-
just to the new realities. And part of that re-
ality is defeating terrorism and defeating the 
terrorists. 

And that’s precisely what the loved ones 
who died on that day were doing. They were 
making America more secure. And I want 
to thank their families for the ultimate sac-
rifice. 

Yes, ma’am. You’ve been very patient, un-
like some of the others in the press corps——

Q. Well, they took all my questions. 
The President. ——that’s the case. 

California Wildfires 
Q. No, I’m kidding. You’ve had a chance 

to talk to a few of the families here. You 
know, I live here so I’ve seen the destruction, 
as I’m seeing it firsthand here for the first 
time. How do you continue to get these—
give these folks hope? I mean, sometimes 
we’re giving up. 

The President. That’s a really good ques-
tion. The best thing I can do is to listen and 
hug and empathize as best as I can 
empathize. It’s very difficult for me to put 
myself in their position, because it’s their 
home and their possessions. As the lady just 
said, she said, ‘‘All my pictures are gone. All 
my memories have been destroyed in one 
act of nature.’’ And it is a sad moment for 
me to hear that. 

On the other hand, best as I possibly can, 
I try to encourage her and lift up her spirit 
by reminding her that some of the most pre-
cious things are still there, her husband, her 
daughter, who is, by the way, serving in the 
United States military. This was the lady up 
here with whom hopefully she’ll be reunited 
soon and can hug and kiss and love. 

But it’s a very sad moment to listen to the 
stories of those who are obviously devastated 
by what has taken place. And all our jobs, 
for those of us who are still standing, have 

got our lives intact, is to comfort and provide 
comfort and help. 

I met a lady at the airport when I landed 
at Miramar. She’s a Red Cross volunteer. She 
spent 100 hours this week helping people 
who hurt. And I suspect the citizens here 
who are—at the darkest moments will find 
light when a fellow citizen loves them. And 
the response, as I understand, in this neigh-
borhood had been terrific, where people 
have come together and they want to help 
their—help their fellow citizens. 

Okay, listen, thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:37 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Dianne Jacob, supervisor, 
second district, County of San Diego; former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Mike Brown, 
Under Secretary for Emergency Preparedness 
and Response, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity; and Red Cross volunteer Suellen Mayberry. 
A tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks.

Remarks to Off-Duty Firefighters 
and Volunteers in El Cajon, 
California 
November 4, 2003

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
such a warm greeting. I want to say a couple 
of things. First, I want to say it’s a great pleas-
ure to be in the presence of people who have 
dedicated their lives to saving life, people 
who have heard a call, and the call is to serve 
something greater than yourself. 

And I saw firsthand the—Governor Davis 
and Governor-elect Schwarzenegger and I 
saw firsthand what it means for people to 
draw a line in the sand and say, ‘‘This fire 
is not getting any farther.’’ We saw devasta-
tion on one side—and for those victims, we 
send our prayers and our love—but we saw 
what heroic efforts meant, for people who 
said, ‘‘We’re not going to yield.’’ And we’re 
here, first and foremost, to thank you all for 
setting such a great example and for serving 
your community and for saving lives. There’s 
no better calling, is there? God bless you for 
that. Thank you. 

I want to thank all the State officials who 
are working hard. See, one of the things I’m 
looking for is to make sure that there’s good 
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cooperation between the Federal Govern-
ment and the State Government and the 
local firefighters. I want to make sure FEMA 
is doing its job. Sometimes the President gets 
the cook’s tour, if you know what I mean. 
[Laughter] I’m interested in hearing the 
truth, and I believe I’ve been told the truth 
and that there has been good coordination. 
And if we need to learn any lessons, we’ll 
learn the lessons. 

But I want to thank you all for not only 
fighting the fires, but I want to thank those 
who are now responsible for helping rebuild 
lives, for the quick response—to answer peo-
ple’s questions and to make those State and 
Federal loans and grants available quickly to 
the communities that have been hurt. I want 
to thank all the local officials who are here, 
the mayors and the supervisors, the fire 
chiefs, everybody who is serving their com-
munity. Thanks for coming. Thanks for giving 
us a chance to praise your efforts. 

As well I want to thank the leaders of the 
tribal nations who are here, the Members of 
the United States Congress. I suspected that 
they might be here because they want a nice 
ride back to Washington. [Laughter] But 
then I realized that they care deeply about 
the people whose lives have been upset. 
After all, Duncan Hunter—Congressman 
Hunter lost his own home in the fire. 

He reflected the spirit, by the way, of the 
people who we’ve met. He said, ‘‘Don’t worry 
about me. I’m going to rebuild. You don’t 
have to worry about me, Mr. President. I’m 
going to rally. I’m going to pick up my life 
and move it on.’’ And those are the citizens 
I met today, up in this valley where this fire 
just came roaring through like a chimney. All 
their possessions were gone, but to the per-
son, their spirit was strong and able. They 
said, ‘‘God is on my side,’’ one family said. 
I said, ‘‘We heard.’’

I want to thank Bill Clayton. Mike Simp-
son—— 

Audience member. Woo-hoo! 
The President. Yes. Mike, I’m glad your 

sister came. [Laughter] I want to thank Chief 
Jeff Bowman, Bill McCammon, Chief Bill 
McCammon, and Chief Ernie Mitchell for 
the briefing we had today, to see the scope 
and the size of this massive amount of de-
struction that took place. I think when people 

realize the scope of the fires, the historic na-
ture of these fires, they’ll realize what a su-
perhuman effort you all put in to save lives. 
This is, to me, an ultimate act of sacrifice. 

I do want to pay tribute and homage to 
Steve Rucker. Steve’s fire chief said he wasn’t 
sent there; he asked to go. And that’s the 
spirit of a lot of the people here we’re looking 
at. You weren’t sent there; you asked to go. 
You’ve heard a call, and you’ve responded, 
and you put your life at risk. To Steve’s fam-
ily, we send our deepest condolences and 
prayers to his comrades. We thank you for 
honoring his fallen memory. May God bless 
him, and may God bless his loved ones as 
well. 

When I landed at Miramar—and by the 
way, the fire was right up there to the run-
way—I met a lady named Sue Mayberry. 
She’s a Red Cross volunteer. This week, she 
volunteered 100 hours of her time to help 
people who hurt. She set up an emergency 
shelter at a high school or a school in Ra-
mona. And then the fires came roaring to-
ward Ramona. So she and others moved 550 
families safely to Julian. 

The reason I bring up Sue is there are 
a lot of people who are deeply concerned 
about the 27,000 displaced persons. There 
are people in your communities, when they 
hear that over 3,300 homes have been de-
stroyed, they want to do something about it. 
They want to help a neighbor in need. 

And so for all the great citizens of this won-
derful State who have heard the call to love 
a neighbor just like you would like to be 
loved yourself, who, when they see somebody 
who hurts, are willing to put their arm 
around a neighbor in need, I want to thank 
you from the bottom of our collective hearts. 

There are a lot of citizens who wonder 
what tomorrow is going to be like. And when 
a citizen provides a ray of hope, just a little 
bit of love, it brightens that person’s future. 
It’s amazing what nature has—we’ve seen the 
worst of nature. But when you go to these 
communities and you realize what’s taken 
place, you see the absolute best of mankind. 

For Californians who want to help, please 
do. Please know that some of your citizens 
hurt. Please help them any way you can. The 
Federal Government’s response is needed 
and necessary. I brought officials with me 
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just to make sure it’s active and vibrant. The 
State’s response is needed and necessary. But 
the truth of the matter is, the best response 
is the response you hear from the citizens 
whose lives have been affected, the re-
sponse—the refusal to give up, the notion 
that tomorrow can be a better day, the refusal 
to be defeated. And after all, that is the spirit 
of America, isn’t it? It’s a fabulous country 
because of the people who make up this 
country. And it’s my honor to represent this 
country. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless 
California, and may God bless America. 
Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:09 a.m. at Gil-
lespie Field. In his remarks, he referred to Gov-
ernor Gray Davis and Governor-elect Arnold 
Schwarzenegger of California; Bill Clayton, divi-
sion chief, California Department of Forestry; 
Mike Simpson, captain, San Diego County Rural 
Fire District; Jeff Bowman, fire chief, San Diego 
Fire-Rescue Department; William J. McCammon, 
chief, Alameda County Fire Department; Ernest 
Mitchell, chief, Pasadena Fire Department; and 
Steven L. Rucker, engineer, Novato Fire Protec-
tion District, who died on October 29 in San 
Diego County.

Remarks on Signing the Partial-Birth 
Abortion Ban Act of 2003
November 5, 2003

The President. Thank you very much. 
Good afternoon. I’m pleased that all of you 
have joined us as the Partial-Birth Abortion 
Ban Act of 2003 becomes the law of the land. 
For years, a terrible form of violence has 
been directed against children who are 
inches from birth, while the law looked the 
other way. Today, at last, the American peo-
ple and our Government have confronted the 
violence and come to the defense of the inno-
cent child. 

I want to thank you all for coming. Many 
of you have worked long and hard to see this 
bill come to fruition, and we thank you for 
your efforts. 

Audience member. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

The President. I see some members of 
my Cabinet have come. I appreciate the good 
work of the Attorney General, John Ashcroft. 

Secretary of the Department of Health and 
Human Services Tommy Thompson is here. 
Thank you, Tommy. 

There are a lot of Members of the Senate 
and House here today. I want to thank you 
all for passing this important legislation. I’m 
glad you’re here. The primary Senate sponsor 
is with us, Senator Rick Santorum. Senator 
Orrin Hatch and Senator Mike DeWine 
helped as well in the Senate. Thank you all 
very much. Steve Chabot was the primary 
House sponsor, and Steve is with us. Thanks 
for coming, Steve. I’m thankful that our 
Speaker is with us today. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate you coming. The majority leader, 
Tom DeLay, as well—thank you for coming, 
Tom. I’d like to mention three other Mem-
bers of the House. Henry Hyde is with us 
today. Mr. Chairman, we appreciate you 
coming. Jim Oberstar is with us. Jim, thank 
you for being here, sir. I appreciate you com-
ing. Bart Stupak from Michigan is with us 
as well. Thanks for coming, Bart, glad you’re 
here. 

I appreciate His Eminence, Cardinal 
Egan, who’s with us today. Thank you very 
much, sir. 

In passing this legislation, Members of the 
House and Senate made a studied decision 
based upon compelling evidence. The best 
case against partial-birth abortion is a simple 
description of what happens and to whom 
it happens. It involves the partial delivery of 
a live boy or girl and a sudden, violent end 
of that life. Our Nation owes its children a 
different and better welcome. The bill I am 
about to sign protecting innocent new life 
from this practice reflects the compassion 
and humanity of America. 

In the course of the congressional debate, 
the facts became clear. Each year, thousands 
of partial-birth abortions are committed. As 
Dr. C. Everett Koop, the pediatrician and 
former Surgeon General, has pointed out, 
the majority of partial-birth abortions are not 
required by medical emergency. As Congress 
has found, the practice is widely regarded 
within the medical profession as unnecessary, 
not only cruel to the child but harmful to 
the mother and a violation of medical ethics. 

The facts about partial-birth abortion are 
troubling and tragic, and no lawyer’s brief 
can make them seem otherwise. By acting 
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to prevent this practice, the elected branches 
of our Government have affirmed a basic 
standard of humanity, the duty of the strong 
to protect the weak. The wide agreement 
amongst men and women on this issue, re-
gardless of political party, shows that bitter-
ness in political debate can be overcome by 
compassion and the power of conscience. 
And the executive branch will vigorously de-
fend this law against any who would try to 
overturn it in the courts. 

America stands for liberty, for the pursuit 
of happiness, and for the unalienable right 
of life. And the most basic duty of Govern-
ment is to defend the life of the innocent. 
Every person, however frail or vulnerable, 
has a place and a purpose in this world. Every 
person has a special dignity. This right to life 
cannot be granted or denied by Government, 
because it does not come from Government. 
It comes from the Creator of life. 

In the debate about the rights of the un-
born, we are asked to broaden the circle of 
our moral concern. We’re asked to live out 
our calling as Americans. We’re asked to 
honor our own standards, announced on the 
day of our founding in the Declaration of 
Independence. We’re asked by our convic-
tions and tradition and compassion to build 
a culture of life and make this a more just 
and welcoming society. And today we wel-
come vulnerable children into the care and 
protection of Americans. 

The late Pennsylvania Governor Robert 
Casey once said that when we look to the 
unborn child, the real issue is not when life 
begins but when love begins. This is the gen-
erous and merciful spirit of our country at 
its best. This spirit is reflected in the Partial-
Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003, which I am 
now honored to sign into law. 

God bless. 

[At this point, the President signed the bill.] 

The President. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. at the 
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade 
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Edward 
Cardinal Egan, Archdiocese of New York. S. 3, 
approved November 5, was assigned Public Law 
No. 108–105. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks.

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Convention on International 
Interest in Mobile Equipment and 
the Protocol on Matters Specific to 
Aircraft Equipment 
November 5, 2003

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice and 

consent to ratification, the Convention on 
International Interest in Mobile Equipment 
and the Protocol on Matters Specific to Air-
craft Equipment, concluded at Cape Town, 
South Africa, on November 16, 2001. The 
report of the Department of State and a 
chapter-by-chapter analysis are enclosed for 
the information of the Senate in connection 
with its consideration. 

The essential features of the Convention 
and Aircraft Protocol are the establishment 
of an international legal framework for the 
creation, priority, and enforcement of secu-
rity and leasing interests in mobile equip-
ment, specifically high-value aircraft equip-
ment (airframes, engines, and helicopters), 
and the creation of a worldwide International 
Registry where interests covered by the Con-
vention can be registered. The Convention 
adopts ‘‘asset-based financing’’ rules, already 
in place in the United States, enhancing the 
availability of capital market financing for air 
carriers at lower cost. The Convention’s and 
Protocol’s finance provisions are consistent 
with the Uniform Commercial Code with re-
gard to secured financing in the United 
States. 

This new international system can signifi-
cantly reduce the risk of financing, thereby 
increasing the availability and reducing the 
costs of aviation credit. As a result, air com-
merce and air transportation can become 
safer and environmentally cleaner through 
the acquisition of modern equipment facili-
tated by these instruments. The new inter-
national system should increase aerospace 
sales and employment, and thereby stimulate 
the U.S. economy. 

Negotiation of the Convention and Pro-
tocol has involved close coordination be-
tween the key Federal agencies concerned 
with air transportation and export, including 
the Departments of State, Commerce, and 
Transportation, as well as the EXIM bank, 
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* White House correction. 

and U.S. interests from manufacturing, fi-
nance, and export sectors. 

Ratification is in the best interests of the 
United States. I therefore urge the Senate 
to give early and favorable consideration to 
the Cape Town Convention and Aircraft Pro-
tocol, and that the Senate promptly give its 
advice and consent to ratification, subject to 
the seven declarations set out in the accom-
panying report of the Department of State. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 5, 2003.

Remarks on the 20th Anniversary of 
the National Endowment for 
Democracy 
November 6, 2003

Thank you all very much. Please be seated. 
Thanks for the warm welcome. Thanks for 
inviting me to join you in this 20th anniver-
sary of the National Endowment for Democ-
racy. Staff and directors of this organization 
have seen a lot of history over the last two 
decades. You’ve been a part of that history. 
By speaking for and standing for freedom, 
you’ve lifted the hopes of people around the 
world, and you’ve brought great credit to 
America. 

I appreciate Vin for the short introduction. 
I’m a man who likes short introductions, and 
he didn’t let me down. But more importantly, 
I appreciate the invitation. I appreciate the 
Members of Congress who are here, Sen-
ators from both political parties, Members 
of the House of Representatives from both 
political parties. I appreciate the ambas-
sadors who are here. I appreciate the guests 
who have come. I appreciate the bipartisan 
spirit, the nonpartisan spirit of the National 
Endowment for Democracy. I’m glad that 
Republicans and Democrats and independ-
ents are working together to advance human 
liberty. 

The roots of our democracy can be traced 
to England and to its Parliament, and so can 
the roots of this organization. In June of 
1982, President Ronald Reagan spoke at 
Westminster Palace and declared the turning 
point had arrived in history. He argued that 

Soviet communism had failed precisely be-
cause it did not respect its own people, their 
creativity, their genius, and their rights. 
President Reagan said that the day of Soviet 
tyranny was passing, that freedom had a mo-
mentum which would not be halted. He gave 
this organization its mandate: to add to the 
momentum of freedom across the world. 
Your mandate was important 20 years ago. 
It is equally important today. 

A number of critics were dismissive of that 
speech by the President. According to one 
editorial of the time, ‘‘It seems hard to be 
a sophisticated European and also an admirer 
of Ronald Reagan.’’ [Laughter] Some observ-
ers on both sides of the Atlantic pronounced 
the speech simplistic and naive and even dan-
gerous. In fact, Ronald Reagan’s words were 
courageous and optimistic and entirely cor-
rect. 

The great democratic movement President 
Reagan described was already well under-
way. In the early 1970s, there were about 
40 democracies in the world. By the middle 
of that decade, Portugal and Spain and 
Greece held free elections. Soon there were 
new democracies in Latin America, and free 
institutions were spreading in Korea, in Tai-
wan, and in East Asia. This very week in 
1989, there were protests in East Berlin and 
in Leipzig. By the end of that year, every 
communist dictatorship in Central Europe * 
had collapsed. Within another year, the 
South African Government released Nelson 
Mandela. Four years later, he was elected 
President of his country, ascending, like 
Walesa and Havel, from prisoner of state to 
head of state. 

As the 20th century ended, there were 
around 120 democracies in the world, and 
I can assure you, more are on the way. Ron-
ald Reagan would be pleased, and he would 
not be surprised. 

We’ve witnessed, in little over a genera-
tion, the swiftest advance of freedom in the 
2,500-year story of democracy. Historians in 
the future will offer their own explanations 
for why this happened. Yet we already know 
some of the reasons they will cite. It is no 
accident that the rise of so many democracies 
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took place in a time when the world’s most 
influential nation was itself a democracy. 

The United States made military and 
moral commitments in Europe and Asia 
which protected free nations from aggression 
and created the conditions in which new de-
mocracies could flourish. As we provided se-
curity for whole nations, we also provided in-
spiration for oppressed peoples. In prison 
camps, in banned union meetings, in clan-
destine churches, men and women knew that 
the whole world was not sharing their own 
nightmare. They knew of at least one place, 
a bright and hopeful land where freedom was 
valued and secure, and they prayed that 
America would not forget them or forget the 
mission to promote liberty around the world. 

Historians will note that in many nations, 
the advance of markets and free enterprise 
helped to create a middle class that was con-
fident enough to demand their own rights. 
They will point to the role of technology in 
frustrating censorship and central control 
and marvel at the power of instant commu-
nications to spread the truth, the news, and 
courage across borders. 

Historians in the future will reflect on an 
extraordinary, undeniable fact: Over time, 
free nations grow stronger, and dictatorships 
grow weaker. In the middle of the 20th cen-
tury, some imagined that the central planning 
and social regimentation were a shortcut to 
national strength. In fact, the prosperity and 
social vitality and technological progress of 
a people are directly determined by the ex-
tent of their liberty. Freedom honors and 
unleashes human creativity, and creativity 
determines the strength and wealth of na-
tions. Liberty is both the plan of heaven for 
humanity and the best hope for progress here 
on Earth. 

The progress of liberty is a powerful trend. 
Yet, we also know that liberty, if not de-
fended, can be lost. The success of freedom 
is not determined by some dialectic of his-
tory. By definition, the success of freedom 
rests upon the choices and the courage of 
free peoples and upon their willingness to 
sacrifice. In the trenches of World War I, 
through a two-front war in the 1940s, the 
difficult battles of Korea and Vietnam, and 
in missions of rescue and liberation on nearly 

every continent, Americans have amply dis-
played our willingness to sacrifice for liberty. 

The sacrifices of Americans have not al-
ways been recognized or appreciated, yet 
they have been worthwhile. Because we and 
our allies were steadfast, Germany and Japan 
are democratic nations that no longer threat-
en the world. A global nuclear standoff with 
the Soviet Union ended peacefully, as did the 
Soviet Union. The nations of Europe are 
moving towards unity, not dividing into 
armed camps and descending into genocide. 
Every nation has learned or should have 
learned an important lesson: Freedom is 
worth fighting for, dying for, and standing 
for, and the advance of freedom leads to 
peace. 

And now we must apply that lesson in our 
own time. We’ve reached another great turn-
ing point, and the resolve we show will shape 
the next stage of the world democratic move-
ment. 

Our commitment to democracy is tested 
in countries like Cuba and Burma and North 
Korea and Zimbabwe, outposts of oppression 
in our world. The people in these nations 
live in captivity and fear and silence. Yet, 
these regimes cannot hold back freedom for-
ever, and one day, from prison camps and 
prison cells and from exile, the leaders of new 
democracies will arrive. Communism and 
militarism and rule by the capricious and cor-
rupt are the relics of a passing era. And we 
will stand with these oppressed peoples until 
the day of liberation and freedom finally ar-
rives. 

Our commitment to democracy is tested 
in China. That nation now has a sliver, a frag-
ment of liberty. Yet, China’s people will 
eventually want their liberty pure and whole. 
China has discovered that economic freedom 
leads to national wealth. China’s leaders will 
also discover that freedom is indivisible, that 
social and religious freedom is also essential 
to national greatness and national dignity. 
Eventually, men and women who are allowed 
to control their own wealth will insist on con-
trolling their own lives and their own coun-
try. 

Our commitment to democracy is also test-
ed in the Middle East, which is my focus 
today and must be a focus of American policy 
for decades to come. In many nations of the 
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Middle East, countries of great strategic im-
portance, democracy has not yet taken root. 
And the questions arise: Are the peoples of 
the Middle East somehow beyond the reach 
of liberty? Are millions of men and women 
and children condemned by history or cul-
ture to live in despotism? Are they alone 
never to know freedom and never even to 
have a choice in the matter? I for one do 
not believe it. I believe every person has the 
ability and the right to be free. 

Some skeptics of democracy assert that the 
traditions of Islam are inhospitable to the 
representative government. This ‘‘cultural 
condescension,’’ as Ronald Reagan termed it, 
has a long history. After the Japanese sur-
render in 1945, a so-called Japan expert as-
serted that democracy in that former empire 
would, quote, ‘‘never work.’’ Another ob-
server declared the prospects for democracy 
in post-Hitler Germany are, and I quote, 
‘‘most uncertain at best.’’ He made that claim 
in 1957. Seventy-four years ago, the Sunday 
London Times declared nine-tenths of the 
population of India to be, quote, ‘‘illiterates 
not caring a fig for politics.’’ Yet when Indian 
democracy was imperiled in the 1970s, the 
Indian people showed their commitment to 
liberty in a national referendum that saved 
their form of government. 

Time after time, observers have ques-
tioned whether this country or that people 
or this group are ready for democracy, as if 
freedom were a prize you win for meeting 
our own Western standards of progress. In 
fact, the daily work of democracy itself is the 
path of progress. It teaches cooperation, the 
free exchange of ideas, and the peaceful reso-
lution of differences. As men and women are 
showing from Bangladesh to Botswana to 
Mongolia, it is the practice of democracy that 
makes a nation ready for democracy, and 
every nation can start on this path. 

It should be clear to all that Islam, the 
faith of one-fifth of humanity, is consistent 
with democratic rule. Democratic progress 
is found in many predominantly Muslim 
countries, in Turkey and Indonesia and Sen-
egal and Albania, in Niger and Sierra Leone. 
Muslim men and women are good citizens 
of India and South Africa, of the nations of 
Western Europe, and of the United States 
of America. 

More than half of all Muslims in the world 
live in freedom under democratically con-
stituted governments. They succeed in 
democratic societies, not in spite of their 
faith but because of it. A religion that de-
mands individual moral accountability and 
encourages the encounter of the individual 
with God is fully compatible with the rights 
and responsibilities of self-government. 

Yet there’s a great challenge today in the 
Middle East. In the words of a recent report 
by Arab scholars, the global wave of democ-
racy has, and I quote, ‘‘barely reached the 
Arab states.’’ They continue: ‘‘This freedom 
deficit undermines human development and 
is one of the most painful manifestations of 
lagging political development.’’ The freedom 
deficit they describe has terrible con-
sequences for the people of the Middle East 
and for the world. In many Middle Eastern 
countries, poverty is deep, and it is spreading. 
Women lack rights and are denied schooling. 
Whole societies remain stagnant while the 
world moves ahead. These are not the fail-
ures of a culture or a religion. These are the 
failures of political and economic doctrines. 

As the colonial era passed away, the Mid-
dle East saw the establishment of many mili-
tary dictatorships. Some rulers adopted the 
dogmas of socialism, seized total control of 
political parties and the media and univer-
sities. They allied themselves with the Soviet 
bloc and with international terrorism. Dic-
tators in Iraq and Syria promised the restora-
tion of national honor, a return to ancient 
glories. They’ve left instead a legacy of tor-
ture, oppression, misery, and ruin. 

Other men and groups of men have gained 
influence in the Middle East and beyond 
through an ideology of theocratic terror. Be-
hind their language of religion is the ambi-
tion for absolute political power. Ruling ca-
bals like the Taliban show their version of 
religious piety in public whippings of women, 
ruthless suppression of any difference or dis-
sent, and support for terrorists who arm and 
train to murder the innocent. The Taliban 
promised religious purity and national pride. 
Instead, by systematically destroying a proud 
and working society, they left behind suf-
fering and starvation. 

Many Middle Eastern governments now 
understand that military dictatorship and 
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theocratic rule are a straight, smooth highway 
to nowhere. But some governments still cling 
to the old habits of central control. There 
are governments that still fear and repress 
independent thought and creativity and pri-
vate enterprise, the human qualities that 
make for a strong and successful societies. 
Even when these nations have vast natural 
resources, they do not respect or develop 
their greatest resources, the talent and en-
ergy of men and women working and living 
in freedom. 

Instead of dwelling on past wrongs and 
blaming others, governments in the Middle 
East need to confront real problems and 
serve the true interests of their nations. The 
good and capable people of the Middle East 
all deserve responsible leadership. For too 
long, many people in that region have been 
victims and subjects. They deserve to be ac-
tive citizens. 

Governments across the Middle East and 
north Africa are beginning to see the need 
for change. Morocco has a diverse new Par-
liament. King Mohamed has urged it to ex-
tend the rights to women. Here is how His 
Majesty explained his reforms to Parliament: 
‘‘How can society achieve progress while 
women, who represent half the nation, see 
their rights violated and suffer as a result of 
injustice, violence, and marginalization, not-
withstanding the dignity and justice granted 
to them by our glorious religion?’’ The King 
of Morocco is correct: The future of Muslim 
nations will be better for all with the full par-
ticipation of women. 

In Bahrain last year, citizens elected their 
own Parliament for the first time in nearly 
three decades. Oman has extended the vote 
to all adult citizens. Qatar has a new constitu-
tion. Yemen has a multiparty political system. 
Kuwait has a directly elected national assem-
bly, and Jordan held historic elections this 
summer. Recent surveys in Arab nations re-
veal broad support for political pluralism, the 
rule of law, and free speech. These are the 
stirrings of Middle Eastern democracy, and 
they carry the promise of greater change to 
come. 

As changes come to the Middle Eastern 
region, those with power should ask them-
selves: Will they be remembered for resisting 
reform or for leading it? In Iran, the demand 

for democracy is strong and broad, as we saw 
last month when thousands gathered to wel-
come home Shirin Ebadi, the winner of the 
Nobel Peace Prize. The regime in Tehran 
must heed the democratic demands of the 
Iranian people or lose its last claim to legit-
imacy. 

For the Palestinian people, the only path 
to independence and dignity and progress is 
the path of democracy. And the Palestinian 
leaders who block and undermine demo-
cratic reform and feed hatred and encourage 
violence are not leaders at all. They’re the 
main obstacles to peace and to the success 
of the Palestinian people. 

The Saudi Government is taking first steps 
toward reform, including a plan for gradual 
introduction of elections. By giving the Saudi 
people a greater role in their own society, 
the Saudi Government can demonstrate true 
leadership in the region. 

The great and proud nation of Egypt has 
shown the way toward peace in the Middle 
East and now should show the way toward 
democracy in the Middle East. Champions 
of democracy in the region understand that 
democracy is not perfect. It is not the path 
to utopia, but it’s the only path to national 
success and dignity. 

As we watch and encourage reforms in the 
region, we are mindful that modernization 
is not the same as Westernization. Rep-
resentative governments in the Middle East 
will reflect their own cultures. They will not 
and should not look like us. Democratic na-
tions may be constitutional monarchies, fed-
eral republics, or parliamentary systems. And 
working democracies always need time to de-
velop, as did our own. We’ve taken a 200-
year journey toward inclusion and justice, 
and this makes us patient and understanding 
as other nations are at different stages of this 
journey. 

There are, however, essential principles 
common to every successful society in every 
culture. Successful societies limit the power 
of the state and the power of the military, 
so that governments respond to the will of 
the people and not the will of the elite. Suc-
cessful societies protect freedom with the 
consistent and impartial rule of law, instead 
of selectively applying the law to punish polit-
ical opponents. Successful societies allow 
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room for healthy civic institutions, for polit-
ical parties and labor unions and inde-
pendent newspapers and broadcast media. 
Successful societies guarantee religious lib-
erty, the right to serve and honor God with-
out fear of persecution. Successful societies 
privatize their economies and secure the 
rights of property. They prohibit and punish 
official corruption and invest in the health 
and education of their people. They recog-
nize the rights of women. And instead of di-
recting hatred and resentment against others, 
successful societies appeal to the hopes of 
their own people. 

These vital principles are being applied in 
the nations of Afghanistan and Iraq. With the 
steady leadership of President Karzai, the 
people of Afghanistan are building a modern 
and peaceful Government. Next month, 500 
delegates will convene a national assembly 
in Kabul to approve a new Afghan constitu-
tion. The proposed draft would establish a 
bicameral Parliament, set national elections 
next year, and recognize Afghanistan’s Mus-
lim identity while protecting the rights of all 
citizens. Afghanistan faces continuing eco-
nomic and security challenges. It will face 
those challenges as a free and stable democ-
racy. 

In Iraq, the Coalition Provisional Authority 
and the Iraqi Governing Council are also 
working together to build a democracy, and 
after three decades of tyranny, this work is 
not easy. The former dictator ruled by terror 
and treachery and left deeply ingrained hab-
its of fear and distrust. Remnants of his re-
gime, joined by foreign terrorists, continue 
their battle against order and against civiliza-
tion. Our coalition is responding to recent 
attacks with precision raids, guided by intel-
ligence provided by the Iraqis themselves. 
And we’re working closely with Iraqi citizens 
as they prepare a constitution, as they move 
toward free elections and take increasing re-
sponsibility for their own affairs. As in the 
defense of Greece in 1947 and later in the 
Berlin airlift, the strength and will of free 
peoples are now being tested before a watch-
ing world. And we will meet this test. 

Securing democracy in Iraq is the work 
of many hands. American and coalition forces 
are sacrificing for the peace of Iraq and for 
the security of free nations. Aid workers from 

many countries are facing danger to help the 
Iraqi people. The National Endowment for 
Democracy is promoting women’s rights and 
training Iraqi journalists and teaching the 
skills of political participation. Iraqis them-
selves, police and border guards and local of-
ficials, are joining in the work, and they are 
sharing in the sacrifice. 

This is a massive and difficult undertaking. 
It is worth our effort. It is worth our sacrifice, 
because we know the stakes. The failure of 
Iraqi democracy would embolden terrorists 
around the world, increase dangers to the 
American people, and extinguish the hopes 
of millions in the region. Iraqi democracy will 
succeed, and that success will send forth the 
news, from Damascus to Tehran, that free-
dom can be the future of every nation. The 
establishment of a free Iraq at the heart of 
the Middle East will be a watershed event 
in the global democratic revolution. 

Sixty years of Western nations excusing 
and accommodating the lack of freedom in 
the Middle East did nothing to make us safe, 
because in the long run, stability cannot be 
purchased at the expense of liberty. As long 
as the Middle East remains a place where 
freedom does not flourish, it will remain a 
place of stagnation, resentment, and violence 
ready for export. And with the spread of 
weapons that can bring catastrophic harm to 
our country and to our friends, it would be 
reckless to accept the status quo. 

Therefore, the United States has adopted 
a new policy, a forward strategy of freedom 
in the Middle East. This strategy requires the 
same persistence and energy and idealism we 
have shown before, and it will yield the same 
results. As in Europe, as in Asia, as in every 
region of the world, the advance of freedom 
leads to peace. 

The advance of freedom is the calling of 
our time. It is the calling of our country. 
From the Fourteen Points to the Four Free-
doms to the speech at Westminster, America 
has put our power at the service of principle. 
We believe that liberty is the design of na-
ture. We believe that liberty is the direction 
of history. We believe that human fulfillment 
and excellence come in the responsible exer-
cise of liberty. And we believe that freedom, 
the freedom we prize, is not for us alone; 
it is the right and the capacity of all mankind. 
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Working for the spread of freedom can be 
hard. Yet, America has accomplished hard 
tasks before. Our Nation is strong. We’re 
strong of heart, and we’re not alone. Free-
dom is finding allies in every country. Free-
dom finds allies in every culture. And as we 
meet the terror and violence of the world, 
we can be certain the Author of freedom is 
not indifferent to the fate of freedom. 

With all the tests and all the challenges 
of our age, this is, above all, the age of liberty. 
Each of you at this endowment is fully en-
gaged in the great cause of liberty, and I 
thank you. May God bless your work, and 
may God continue to bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the 
Hall of Flags at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
In his remarks, he referred to Vin Weber, chair-
man, National Endowment for Democracy; 
former President Lech Walesa of Poland; former 
President Vaclav Havel of the Czech Republic; 
King Mohamed VI of Morocco; President Hamid 
Karzai of Afghanistan; and former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks.

Remarks on Signing the Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations Act for 
Defense and for the Reconstruction 
of Iraq and Afghanistan, 2004

November 6, 2003

Thank you all for coming. Good afternoon, 
and welcome to the White House. On Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, America grieved for 
our losses, and we made a commitment. We 
determined to conduct the war against terror 
on the offensive. We determined to confront 
and undermine threats abroad before they 
arrive in our own cities. 

We’re waging this war in relentless pursuit 
of the Al Qaida network. We’re waging this 
war in Afghanistan against Taliban remnants 
and Al Qaida killers. We’re waging this war 
in Iraq against Saddam loyalists and foreign 
terrorists who seek the return of tyranny and 
terror. We’re pursuing long-term victory in 
this war by promoting democracy in the Mid-
dle East so that the nations of that region 
no longer breed hatred and terror. 

Today the United States is making a crit-
ical financial commitment to this global strat-
egy to defeat terror. We’re supporting our 
service men and women in the field of battle. 
We’re supporting reconstruction and the 
emergence of democratic institutions in a 
vital area of the world. 

The American people accept these respon-
sibilities now, in our time, so that we will 
not face far greater dangers in the future. 
With this act of Congress, no enemy or friend 
can doubt that America has the resources and 
the will to see this war through to victory. 

I want to thank our Secretary of State, 
Colin Powell, and Secretary of Defense, Don 
Rumsfeld, for their extraordinary leadership 
during these tough times. I appreciate Dep-
uty Secretary Rich Armitage, Deputy Sec-
retary Paul Wolfowitz for joining us today as 
well. Thank you all for coming. 

Josh Bolten, a member of my Cabinet, the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget—the keeper of the money—is with 
us. Andrew Natsios, the Administrator of the 
USAID, is with us today. Andrew, thank you 
for coming. There he is, right there. 

I appreciate the leadership of the Congress 
being here today. Speaker Denny Hastert 
and Leader Bill Frist are with us. Thank you 
all for coming. Thank you for your strong 
leadership. 

I also want to pay a particular mention to 
Chairman Ted Stevens and Chairman Bill 
Young for doing a fabulous job on a very 
tough issue. Thank you very much. 

There are a lot of Members of the Senate 
and House with us. Thank you all for coming, 
for making a good, courageous vote. I par-
ticularly want to pay homage to Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky for his leadership on 
the floor, Jerry Lewis from California, and 
Norm Dicks from Washington for supporting 
your chairman and getting this bill out. 

I want to thank the military and civilian 
staff members of the Coalition Provisional 
Authority who are with us. Thank you for 
serving our country. We appreciate the sac-
rifices you are making. 

Today, in Iraq and Afghanistan, the world 
sees a test of will and a clash of strategies. 
The strategy of our enemies, whether Al 
Qaida, Ba’athist, Taliban, or others, is to in-
timidate newly free men and women who are 
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trying to establish democracy and to cause 
America and our allies to flee our responsibil-
ities. Their goal is to halt and reverse all 
progress toward freedom in the Middle East, 
to reinstate permanently the rule of fear and 
oppression. 

The strategy of America and our allies is 
equally clear. We are employing targeted and 
decisive force against the killers. We’re train-
ing and equipping Iraqis and Afghans to de-
fend their own nations. We’re helping the 
Iraqi and Afghan people build just and 
democratic governments. And we will meet 
our duties until the job is done. 

The terrorists and their supporters have 
had many setbacks in the last 2 years. They 
have lost many leaders, many training camps, 
and two countries, and we will not relent 
until they are fully and finally defeated. 

The legislation I’m about to sign commits 
$87 billion to America’s global offensive 
against terror. More than $65 billion of these 
new funds will pay for ongoing military oper-
ations. We’re supporting such basic military 
necessities as air, rail, and sea transportation 
for American and coalition troops to the the-
aters of action. 

We will purchase ammunition for our 
weapons and fuel and spare parts for air-
planes and helicopters and vehicles. We will 
replace equipment lost or damaged in com-
bat. We’ll acquire vital new equipment, such 
as armored humvees and body armor and 
communications gear. Our service men and 
women are carrying out their missions with 
skill and honor, and they deserve the finest 
equipment and best weapons we can provide. 

This legislation contains needed funds to 
pay our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines, 
including the additional pay our forces re-
ceive for hazardous duty. We will also cover 
the salaries of National Guard and Reserve 
troops who have left jobs and homes and 
families in an hour of national need. The 
American Government will keep its respon-
sibilities to all who risk their lives for Amer-
ica. 

This legislation also includes nearly $20 
billion to help build stable democratic soci-
eties in Iraq and Afghanistan. We will help 
train and equip the growing number of Iraqis 
and Afghans who are fighting and dying to 
defend and secure their rights. We’ll help to 

upgrade hospitals and schools and repair in-
frastructure and improve basic services, in-
cluding water, electricity, and sanitation. 

Our investment in the future of Afghani-
stan and Iraq is the greatest commitment of 
its kind since the Marshall plan. By this ac-
tion, we show the generous spirit of our 
country, and we serve the interest of our 
country, because our security is at stake. The 
Middle East region will either become a 
place of progress and peace, or it will remain 
a source of violence and terror. And we’re 
determined to see the triumph of progress 
and the triumph of peace in that region. We 
will do all in our power to ensure that free-
dom finds a lasting home in Afghanistan and 
in Iraq. 

We know this will require patience and 
sacrifice. I just had the honor of meeting 
PFC Phillip Ramsey and SPC Alex Leonard, 
two brave Americans who were wounded in 
action. We thank you for your service. 

Recent attacks have shown once again the 
cruelty of the enemy. They don’t care whose 
lives they take, men, women, or children. 
They’re coldblooded. They’re heartless. 
We’re engaged in a massive and difficult un-
dertaking, but America has done this kind 
of hard work before. 

After World War II, we made long-term 
commitments to the transformation of Ger-
many and Japan so that those nations would 
not be sources of war but our partners in 
peace. That investment in peace has been 
repaid many times over. Now our generation 
will show the same perseverance and the 
same vision in the cause of peace. 

I appreciate the solid bipartisan support 
for this bill in the House and the Senate. 
I also appreciate that reconstruction funds 
for Iraq have been provided in the form of 
grants so that this struggling nation is not 
burdened with new debt at a moment of new 
hope. 

The establishment of a free Iraq and a free 
Afghanistan will be watershed events in the 
history of the Middle East, watershed events 
in the global democratic revolution that has 
already transformed Europe and Latin 
America and much of Africa and Asia. The 
resources we commit today will further ad-
vance the cause of freedom, thereby serving 
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the cause of peace and enhancing the secu-
rity of the American people. 

Now I’m pleased to sign into law the Iraq 
and Afghanistan supplemental appropria-
tions bill. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. H.R. 3289, approved November 5, was 
assigned Public Law No. 108–106.

Statement on Signing the Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations Act for 
Defense and for the Reconstruction 
of Iraq and Afghanistan, 2004
November 6, 2003

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 3289, 
the ‘‘Emergency Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act for Defense and for the Recon-
struction of Iraq and Afghanistan, 2004.’’ The 
Act supports our mission and our troops de-
ployed in Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere, 
which will better secure the safety of Amer-
ica and the world. 

Sections 1108 and 1113 of the Act prohibit 
the use of appropriated funds for certain ac-
tivities unless the congressional defense com-
mittees receive advance notice. Although 
such advance notice can be provided in most 
situations as a matter of comity, situations 
may arise in which the President must act 
promptly pursuant to his constitutional re-
sponsibilities while protecting certain ex-
traordinarily sensitive national security infor-
mation. The executive branch shall construe 
these sections in a manner consistent with 
the constitutional authority of the President 
to classify and control access to information 
bearing on the national security. 

The Act incorrectly refers to the Coalition 
Provisional Authority (CPA) as if it were es-
tablished pursuant to U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. The executive branch shall con-
strue the provision to refer to the CPA as 
established under the laws of war for the oc-
cupation of Iraq. 

Section 2203(b)(2)(C) requires executive 
agency heads to furnish certain reports to the 
chairman and ranking minority member of 
‘‘[e]ach committee that the head of the exec-
utive agency determines has legislative juris-

diction for the operations of such department 
or agency to which the information related.’’ 
The executive branch shall, as a matter of 
comity and for the very narrow purpose of 
determining to whom an agency will submit 
the report under this provision, determine 
the legislative jurisdiction of congressional 
committees. 

Section 2215(b)(4) of the Act calls for a 
report on ‘‘the progress being made toward 
indicting and trying leaders of the former 
Iraqi regime for’’ specified crimes. The exec-
utive branch shall construe the provision as 
calling for a report on the activities of the 
relevant systems of justice, and not on wheth-
er any given individual has committed any 
of the enumerated crimes, which is a matter 
to be determined by an appropriate tribunal 
according to applicable law. 

Title III of the Act creates an Inspector 
General (IG) of the CPA. Title III shall be 
construed in a manner consistent with the 
President’s constitutional authorities to con-
duct the Nation’s foreign affairs, to supervise 
the unitary executive branch, and as Com-
mander in Chief of the Armed Forces. The 
CPA IG shall refrain from initiating, carrying 
out, or completing an audit or investigation, 
or from issuing a subpoena, which requires 
access to sensitive operation plans, intel-
ligence matters, counterintelligence matters, 
ongoing criminal investigations by other ad-
ministrative units of the Department of De-
fense related to national security, or other 
matters the disclosure of which would con-
stitute a serious threat to national security. 
The Secretary of Defense may make excep-
tions to the foregoing direction in the public 
interest. 

Provisions of the Act that require disclo-
sure of information, including section 
3001(h)(4)(B) of the Act, shall be construed 
in a manner consistent with the President’s 
constitutional authority to withhold informa-
tion that could impair foreign relations, na-
tional security, the deliberative processes of 
the Executive, or the performance of the Ex-
ecutive’s constitutional duties. 

George W. Bush 
The White House, 
November 6, 2003. 

NOTE: H.R. 3289, approved November 6, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108–106.
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Remarks on Presenting the National 
Medals of Science and Technology 
November 6, 2003

Thank you all very much. Please be seated. 
Welcome to the White House. I’m pleased 
to be in such distinguished company here in 
the East Room. I want to congratulate our 
honorees, and I want to welcome your fami-
lies and friends. 

Each year, our Nation honors outstanding 
work in science and technology. These hon-
orees have given exceptional service in their 
fields and bring great credit to themselves 
and credit to our country. Today we express 
America’s pride in their achievement and our 
respect for these national laureates of science 
and technology. 

I want to thank Sam Bodman, who is the 
Deputy Secretary of the Department of 
Commerce, for joining us. I thank Phil Bond, 
who is the Under Secretary of Technology 
for the Department of Commerce. I want 
to thank the Director of the Office of Science 
and Technology Policy for the President, Dr. 
John Marburger, for being here. Arden 
Bement is the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology; thank you, 
sir. Rita Colwell is the Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation. John Bordogna is 
the Deputy Director of the National Science 
Foundation. Thank you all for coming. 

I want to thank the panelists who selected 
this outstanding group of laureates for their 
hard work. We’ve got two Members of the 
United States Senate with us today, members 
from the mighty Delaware delegation. 
[Laughter] Joe Biden and Tom Carper, wel-
come. Thank you all for coming, appreciate 
you being here. 

We’ve got students from Benjamin 
Banneker High School with us today. I found 
it very interesting and wise that the students 
met one-on-one with each of the laureates 
to help develop their interest in science. 
Thank you for not only being scholars and 
pioneers but teachers as well. 

The National Medal of Science honors pio-
neering scientific research that has enhanced 
our basic understanding of life and the world 
around us. The National Medal of Tech-
nology recognizes the achievements of men 
and women who embody the spirit of Amer-

ican innovation and have enhanced the Na-
tion’s global competitiveness. Both these 
medals are authorized by acts of Congress. 
They’re the highest honors the President can 
bestow for attainment in science and tech-
nology.

The men and women we honor today 
probably didn’t begin their careers with the 
expectation of receiving such honors. Most 
great achievers in the fields of science and 
technology have a sense of calling. They’re 
drawn to the work by their curiosity and by 
their talent. They carry out their work with 
patient effort and the openness to truth that 
leads to discovery. The highest reward for 
their work is the good they do and the knowl-
edge they leave behind. 

The medals we confer today are a way of 
expressing our own gratitude to some of the 
most gifted and visionary men and women 
in America. The men and women are helping 
to enhance the Nation’s health and economic 
prosperity. They’ve made their contributions 
to progress in a variety of fields, from physics 
to genetics to mathematical theory to engi-
neering to the development of semiconduc-
tors. Some of them have made achievements 
beyond their own fields of endeavor, thereby 
showing the great potential of interdiscipli-
nary research. Each of these recipients has 
set a standard of excellence. Each is widely 
admired by peers and sets a fine example 
for the next generation of scientists, mathe-
maticians, and engineers. And all of them 
represent the finest qualities of their profes-
sions and the finest qualities of our country.

This great Nation provides opportunities 
and institutions that make achievement pos-
sible. We’ve got a vibrant free enterprise sys-
tem. We’ve got the world’s finest universities 
and generous support for scientific and tech-
nological endeavor. Yet, all the great achieve-
ments we honor today are the sum of indi-
vidual effort. And when we speak of Amer-
ican creativity and American ingenuity, we’re 
speaking of men and women like our national 
laureates of science and technology. They 
have freely accepted the toil of overcoming 
challenges. They have put their considerable 
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gifts to good purpose. Their fellow Ameri-
cans are grateful to them. All humanity is 
in your debt. 

And now I ask the military aide to read 
the citations. It’s my honor to present the 
medals to the national laureates of science 
and technology. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:04 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. Following his re-
marks, the President presented the medals.

Message to the Congress on 
Reimbursement for District of 
Columbia Public Safety Expenses 
Related to Security Events and 
Responses to Terrorist Threats 
November 6, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with Division C, District of Co-

lumbia Appropriations Act of Public Law 
108–7, the Consolidated Appropriations Res-
olution, 2003, I am notifying the Congress 
of the proposed use of $10,623,873 provided 
in Division C under the heading ‘‘Federal 
Payment for Emergency Planning and Secu-
rity Costs in the District of Columbia.’’ This 
will reimburse the District for the costs of 
public safety expenses related to security 
events and responses to terrorist threats. 

The details of this action are set forth in 
the enclosed letter from the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 6, 2003.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Luncheon in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina 
November 7, 2003

Thanks for your warm welcome. Thank 
you for coming. I appreciate you. Thanks. 
Thank you all. Please be seated. Listen, it 
is great to be back in Winston-Salem. It’s a 
incredibly beautiful part of our country, but 
more beautiful are the people who live here. 
And I want to thank you for your friendship. 
I want to thank you for your support. I want 

to thank you for coming today. What we’re 
doing is laying the foundation for what will 
be a great national victory in November of 
2004. 

We had a good run in 2000, thanks to you 
all. And the Vice President and I expressed 
our deepest appreciation for the hard work 
you all put in in the year 2000. We’ll do even 
better in 2004 here in North Carolina. I want 
to thank you for—[applause]. I’m loosening 
up. [Laughter] I’m getting ready, but I’ve got 
a job to do. I’ve got to work on the people’s 
business in Washington, DC. We’ve got a lot 
on the agenda, and so when you go to your 
coffee shops, your houses of worship, or your 
community centers, please tell them, Repub-
lican, Democrat, or independent alike, that 
the President is focused on the people’s busi-
ness and he will keep this Nation secure and 
strong and prosperous and free. 

I regret that Laura isn’t with me today. 
You drew the short straw. [Laughter] She’s 
a fabulous wife, a great mother, a wonderful 
First Lady. I’m really proud of the job she 
has done. She sends our very best to our 
friends here in North Carolina—her very 
best to our friends here in North Carolina. 
We’ve got a great friend in the Culbertsons. 
I’m so proud to know the Culbertsons. I want 
to thank them for their friendship and their 
leadership. 

I appreciate so very much traveling today 
with Congressman Richard Burr. He flew 
down on Air Force One. There isn’t much 
air rage on Air Force One. [Laughter] He 
is going to make a great United States Sen-
ator for North Carolina. It’s good to see 
Brooke Burr. I appreciate so very much that 
David Burr was here, his dad, who gave the 
invocation. 

I’m sorry that Senator Elizabeth Dole is 
not here, who, by the way, is doing a really 
good job for the people of North Carolina. 
I appreciate the Senator whose place she 
took, a man who stood strong, a man who 
stood on principle, Jesse Helms. Speaking 
about former Senators, I know Jim Broyhill 
is here. I appreciate you coming, Senator. 
I will pass your best on to your good friend 
my—I will pass your best on to your good 
friend number 41—[laughter]—if you know 
who I’m talking about there—[laughter]—
who, by the way, is going to jump out of 
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an airplane on his 80th birthday. I know it—
[laughter]—Mother had the same reaction. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank very much my friend the 
mayor of Charlotte, Pat McCrory, who is 
here with us today. Mayor, thank you for 
coming. Good to see you. I know there’s a 
lot of statehouse folks here and local govern-
ment officials. I want to thank you all for 
being here. I appreciate your service to your 
great State and to your communities. 

I’ve asked a North Carolina graduate to 
serve as the national finance chairman for 
the Bush-Cheney campaign of ’04. Mercer 
Reynolds is doing a fantastic job of working 
hard on our behalf, and I want to thank Mer-
cer for his dedication and his friendship. I 
also want to appreciate—appreciate Dr. 
Aldona Wos, the State chairman for Bush-
Cheney. Thank you very much for your hard 
work. 

We’ve got a lot of grassroots activists who 
are here, people who are actually going to 
get on the phone and put up the signs and 
lick the envelopes, all necessary to make sure 
that we run a vibrant campaign. I want to 
thank Ferrell Blount for his leadership here 
in North Carolina. I want to thank all the 
grassroots activists for what you’re fixing to 
do when we’re coming down the stretch in 
2004. 

Chief Linda Davis is here. I’m honored 
the chief is with us. I appreciate the fine job 
she is doing. It’s not the first time I have 
seen the chief. I know you’re proud of the 
job she does here in Winston-Salem. I want 
to thank her for coming. 

But most of all, thank you all once again. 
It’s a great turnout. It makes a fellow feel 
good to see so many people supporting him. 

The last 21⁄2 years, our Nation has acted 
decisively to confront great challenges. I 
came to this office to solve problems instead 
of passing them on to future Presidents and 
future generations. I came to seize opportu-
nities instead of letting them slip away. My 
administration is meeting the tests of our 
time. 

Terrorists declared war on the United 
States of America, and war is what they got. 
We’ve captured or killed many of the key 
leaders of the Al Qaida network, and the rest 
of them know we’re on their trail. In Afghani-

stan and in Iraq, we gave ultimatums to ter-
ror regimes. Those regimes chose defiance, 
and those regimes are no more. Fifty million 
people—50 million people in those countries 
once lived under tyranny, and today, they live 
in freedom. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was 
not receiving the resources it needed, and 
morale was beginning to suffer. So we in-
creased the defense budgets to prepare for 
the threats of a new era. And today, no one 
in the world can doubt or question the skill 
or the strength or the spirit of the United 
States military. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an 
economy in recession, and then our Nation 
was attacked. And then we had some scandals 
in corporate America, and then we marched 
to war, war in Afghanistan and Iraq, all of 
which affected the people’s confidence. 
That’s tough hurdles to cross, when it came 
to our economy. Yet, this administration 
acted. We passed tough new laws to hold cor-
porate criminals to account. And to get the 
economy going again, I have twice led the 
United States Congress to pass historic tax 
relief for the American people. 

I know that when Americans have more 
take-home pay to spend, to save, or invest, 
the whole economy grows and people are 
more likely to find a job. So we’re returning 
more money to the people to help them raise 
their families. We’re reducing taxes on divi-
dends and capital gains to encourage invest-
ment. We’re giving small businesses incen-
tives so they can hire new people. With all 
these actions, this administration has laid the 
foundation for greater prosperity and more 
jobs across America so every single citizen 
can realize the American Dream. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, there was a lot 
of talk about education reform, but there 
wasn’t much action. So I acted. I called for 
and Congress passed the No Child Left Be-
hind Act. With a solid bipartisan majority, 
we delivered the most dramatic education re-
forms in a generation. We believe every child 
can learn to read and write and add and sub-
tract. We expect every child to learn to read 
and write and add and subtract. This admin-
istration is challenging the soft bigotry of low 
expectations. 
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We dramatically increased Title I funding. 
For the first time, the Federal Government 
is now asking the question, ‘‘Are you suc-
ceeding?’’ We’re asking the question of every 
single public school: whether or not we’re 
meeting the high standards that we expect. 
The days of excuse-making are over. This 
country will stay focused on the basics to 
make sure every child learns to read and 
write and add and subtract so not one single 
child is left behind. 

We reorganized the Government and cre-
ated the Department of Homeland Security 
to better safeguard our ports and borders and 
to better protect the American people. We 
passed trade promotion authority to open up 
markets for North Carolina’s farmers, ranch-
ers, and entrepreneurs. But I understand 
that trade is a two-way street, that if we have 
trade with other neighbors and countries, we 
expect there to be fair trade coming the other 
way. We passed much needed budget agree-
ments to help maintain spending discipline 
in Washington, DC. 

On issue after issue, this administration 
has acted on principle, has kept its word, and 
has made progress for the American people. 
A lot of the credit goes to the Congress, peo-
ple like Congressman Burr, people with 
whom we’ve—people like Speaker Denny 
Hastert, Majority Leader Bill Frist. 

We’re working hard to focus the town on 
results, not on senseless politics. There’s too 
much politics in Washington, DC. The lead-
ership in the administration—we’re trying to 
set a better standard. See, the people want 
us there to do the business. People there 
want us to do what’s right for the country. 
That’s what we’re working hard to do, to 
change that culture in Washington. 

And those are the kind of people I’ve asked 
to serve in our Government. I put together 
a fantastic team of people from all walks of 
life to serve the American people. Our coun-
try has had no finer Vice President than Dick 
Cheney. Mother may have a second opinion. 
[Laughter] 

In 21⁄2 years, we’ve done a lot. We have 
come far, but our work is only beginning. 
I’ve set great goals worthy of a great nation. 
First, America is committed to expanding the 
realm of freedom and peace for our own se-
curity and for the benefit of the world. And 

second, in our own country, we must work 
for a society of prosperity and compassion 
so that every citizen, every single citizen has 
a chance to work and to succeed and to real-
ize the great promise of America. 

It is clear that the future of freedom and 
peace depend on the actions of America. This 
Nation is freedom’s home and freedom’s de-
fender. We welcome this charge of history, 
and we are keeping it. The war on terror con-
tinues. The enemies of freedom aren’t idle, 
and neither are we. This country will not rest; 
we will not tire; we will not stop until this 
danger to civilization is removed. 

We are confronting that danger in Iraq, 
where Saddam holdouts and foreign terror-
ists are desperately trying to throw that coun-
try into chaos by attacking coalition forces, 
by attacking the people who are there to pro-
vide aid to the long-suffering Iraqi citizens, 
and by attacking Iraqi citizens themselves. 
See, they know that the advance of freedom 
in Iraq would be a major defeat in the cause 
of terror. This collection of killers is trying 
to shake the will of America and the civilized 
world, and this country will not be intimi-
dated. 

Impressively striking the terrorists in Iraq, 
defeating them there so we will not have to 
face them in our own country, we’re calling 
on other nations to help. But you see, a free 
Iraq, a peaceful Iraq, a peaceful Iraq in the 
heart of the Middle East will make the entire 
world more secure. 

We’re standing with the Iraqi people, the 
very capable, competent Iraqi people, as they 
assume more of their own defense and as 
they move toward self-government. These 
are not easy tasks, but they are essential tasks. 
And we will finish what we have begun. We 
will win this essential victory in the war on 
terror. 

Our greatest security comes from the ad-
vance of human liberty, because free nations 
do not support terror, free nations do not 
attack their neighbors, free nations do not 
threaten the world with weapons of mass ter-
ror. Americans believe that freedom is the 
deepest need and hope of every human 
heart. And I believe that freedom is the right 
of every person, and I believe that freedom 
is the future of every nation. 
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America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous respon-
sibilities. We have duties in this world. And 
when we see disease and starvation and 
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away. On 
the continent of Africa, America is now com-
mitted to bringing the healing power, the 
healing power of medicine to millions of men 
and women and children now suffering with 
AIDS. This great, powerful, strong, compas-
sionate land is leading the world in this in-
credibly important work of human rescue. 

We face challenges here at home as well, 
and our actions will prove equal to those 
challenges. So long as any of our citizens who 
want to work can’t find a job, it says to me 
we’ve got a problem. I will continue to try 
to create an environment of job creation and 
job growth by enhancing the entrepreneurial 
spirit of America. We’ve had some good news 
recently about our economy. But we won’t 
rest until everybody who wants to work can 
find a job. 

I’m going to talk today at one of your fine 
community colleges about the need for us 
to make sure there is adequate worker train-
ing programs to train—to help train the good 
citizens of North Carolina for the jobs which 
actually exist in the State of North Carolina. 

We have a duty to keep our commitment 
to America’s seniors by strengthening and 
modernizing Medicare. A few weeks ago, 
Congress took historic action to improve the 
lives of older Americans. For the first time 
since the creation of Medicare, the House 
and the Senate have passed reforms, reforms 
which will increase the choices for our sen-
iors, reforms which will provide coverage for 
prescription drugs. 

The next step is for both Houses to rec-
oncile their differences and to get a good bill 
to my desk. We must handle our responsibil-
ities in Washington by making sure the Medi-
care system is vibrant and viable and real, 
not only for seniors today but for those of 
us who are fixing to be seniors tomorrow. 

For the sake of our health care system, 
we need to cut down on the frivolous lawsuits 
which increase the cost of medicine. People 
who have been harmed by a bad doctor de-
serve their day in court. Yet the system 
should not reward lawyers who are simply 
fishing for a rich settlement. Frivolous law-

suits drive up the cost of health care, and 
they therefore affect the Federal budget. 
Medical liability reform is a national issue 
which requires a national solution. I put forth 
a good piece of legislation which passed the 
House of Representatives. It is stuck in the 
United States Senate. It is time for some of 
the Senators to understand that no one has 
every been healed by a frivolous lawsuit. We 
need medical liability reform today. 

I have a responsibility as the President to 
make sure the judicial system runs well, and 
I have met that duty. I have nominated su-
perb men and women to serve on the Federal 
courts, people who will interpret the law, not 
legislate from the bench. Here in Carolina, 
I nominated Judge Terry Boyle for the 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. I nomi-
nated this good man, this man of integrity, 
more than 2 years ago. We’re still waiting 
for his vote in the United States Senate be-
cause a small group of Senators is willfully 
obstructing the process. Too many nominees 
like Judge Boyle are being denied an up-or-
down vote. These needless delays in the sys-
tem are harming the administration of jus-
tice. They’re deeply unfair to the nominees 
and their families themselves. It is time for 
some of the Members of the United States 
Senate to stop playing politics with American 
justice. 

The Congress needs to complete work on 
a comprehensive energy plan. Our Nation 
must promote better energy efficiency, bet-
ter conservation. We must develop clean 
technology to help us explore in environ-
mentally friendly ways. But for the sake of 
economic security, for the sake of national 
security, this Nation must become less de-
pendent on foreign sources of energy. 

A prosperous nation must also be a com-
passionate nation. I will continue to advance 
our agenda of compassionate conservatism, 
which says we will apply the most innovative 
ideas, the most effective ideas to the task of 
helping our fellow citizens who hurt. 

There are still millions of men and women 
who want to end their dependence on Gov-
ernment and become independent through 
hard work. We must build on the success 
of the welfare reform by bringing work and 
dignity into the lives of more of our fellow 
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citizens. Congress should complete the ‘‘Cit-
izen Service Act’’ so more Americans can 
serve their communities and their country. 

And both Houses should reach agreement 
on my Faith-Based Initiative to support the 
armies of compassion that are mentoring our 
children, caring for the homeless, and offer-
ing hope to the addicted. Oftentimes, many 
of the problems that our citizens face are 
problems of the heart. And Government can 
hand out money, but it can’t put hope in peo-
ple’s hearts or sense of purpose in people’s 
lives. That’s done when people from any faith 
put their arms around a brother and sister 
in need and says, ‘‘I love you.’’ Our Govern-
ment should not fear the work of our faith-
based programs. We ought to welcome faith-
based programs and the healing of citizens 
who hurt. 

A compassionate society must promote op-
portunity for all, including the independence 
and dignity that come from ownership. This 
administration will constantly strive to pro-
mote an ownership society in America. We 
want more people owning their own home. 
Today in America, we have a minority home-
ownership gap. I’ve submitted a plan to the 
United States Congress to close that gap. We 
want more people owning and managing 
their own retirement accounts. We want 
them owning and managing their own health 
care accounts. We want more people owning 
their own small business in America. We un-
derstand that when a person owns some-
thing, he or she has a vital stake in the future 
of our country. 

In a compassionate society, people respect 
each other and people take responsibility for 
the decisions they make. The culture of 
America is changing from one that has said, 
‘‘If it feels good, do it,’’ and ‘‘You got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else,’’ to a culture in 
which each of us understands we are respon-
sible for the decisions we make in life. 

If you’re fortunate enough to be a mom 
or a dad, you’re responsible for loving your 
child with all your heart. If you’re worried 
about the quality of the education in Win-
ston-Salem, North Carolina, you’re respon-
sible for doing something about it. If you’re 
a CEO in corporate America, you’re respon-

sible for telling the truth to your shareholders 
and your employees. 

And in the new responsibility society, each 
of us is responsible for loving our neighbor 
just like we would like to be loved ourself. 
The culture of service and the culture of re-
sponsibility is growing around us here in 
America. I started what’s called the USA 
Freedom Corps in order to encourage Amer-
icans to extend a compassionate hand to a 
citizen in need, and the response has been 
fantastic. People from all walks of life are 
willing to help, willing to stand up, willing 
to make a difference in their communities. 
Our faith-based programs are strong and vi-
brant and growing. The social entrepreneur-
ship in American is an integral part of the 
fabric of our society. 

You’ve got policemen and firefighters and 
people who wear our Nation’s uniform re-
mind us what it means to sacrifice for some-
thing greater than yourself. Once again, the 
children of America believe in heroes, be-
cause they see them every day. In these chal-
lenging times, the world has seen the resolve 
and the courage of America. And I have been 
privileged to see the compassion and the 
character of the American people. 

All the tests of the last 21⁄2 years have come 
to the right nation. We’re a strong country, 
and we use that strength to defend the peace. 
We’re an optimistic country, confident in 
ourselves and in ideals bigger than ourselves. 
Abroad, we seek to lift whole nations by 
spreading freedom. At home, we seek to lift 
up lives by spreading opportunity to every 
corner of America. This is the work that his-
tory has set before us. We welcome it, and 
we know that for our country, the best days 
lie ahead. 

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 noon in the 
M.C. Benton, Jr. Convention and Civic Center. 
In his remarks, he referred to Jim Culbertson, 
event organizer; Brooke Burr, wife of Representa-
tive Richard Burr; Ferrell Blount, chairman, 
North Carolina Republican Party; and Linda 
Davis, chief, Winston-Salem Police Department.
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Remarks in a Discussion With 
Students and Faculty at Forsyth 
Technical Community College in 
Winston-Salem 
November 7, 2003

The President. Yes, Gary. First, I want 
to thank you very much for being a host. It’s 
not easy to host the President and his entou-
rage. [Laughter] But we have an interesting 
opportunity to have a discussion for the 
country. It’s a discussion about the impor-
tance of education and jobs. It’s a discussion 
about the importance of making sure the 
education system is flexible enough to help 
train people for jobs which exist today and 
will exist tomorrow. So I really want to thank 
you for hosting this. This is an important dia-
log. 

The economy has obviously taken its toll 
on parts of North Carolina: The manufac-
turing sector has been hit; the textile industry 
has been hit; people have lost work. And yet 
in other sectors of the economy here in 
North Carolina are growing. And we’ve got 
to make sure we’re able to match the skills 
and talent and drive of North Carolina citi-
zens with the jobs of the future. And a great 
place to do that is at the community colleges 
here in North Carolina and all around the 
country. And that’s really what we’re here 
to herald. 

So I want to thank you for giving me the 
chance to visit. I look forward to hearing our 
panelists. I want to thank you all for taking 
time out of your day to come and help edu-
cate the country about this fantastic program 
and effort you’ve got right here. So, Dr. 
Green, you’re a good man for hosting us, and 
I appreciate it. 

[The discussion continued.] 

The President. That’s what I was going 
to ask. It’s very important for this type of 
education to be demand-driven. 

Lucas Shallua. That is correct. 
The President. I remember the old days 

in Texas. There would be job training pro-
grams; they really didn’t care whether the 
jobs actually existed. All they want to do is 
make sure you’re trained. [Laughter] So you 
end up with, like, 1,500 hairdressers for 25 
jobs. 

And so my question to you is—first of all, 
let me make it clear. On the grant, what 
we’re talking about is a $754,000 grant to 
Forsyth Tech. The Congressman gets a lot 
of credit for arranging this because we were 
very aware that certain sectors of the country 
were losing jobs, see. The job mix is shifting. 
The economy, as it grows, sometimes there’s 
a different shift in the type of jobs available. 
You hear a lot of talk about productivity in-
creases. You mentioned productivity in-
creases. A lot of the manufacturing sector is 
seeing job loss because the worker is more 
productive. In other words, an hour of a per-
son’s time yields more product, and unless 
demand outstrips productivity, it’s a pressure 
on the job base. 

But productivity increases, by the way, are 
going to mean higher paying jobs. It’s impor-
tant for our economy to have productivity in-
creases, because in the long run, it makes 
a lot of sense. In the short run, it creates 
some dislocation for workers. We’re going to 
hear from some in a minute. And the job 
grant program recognized that this part of 
the world had had some job losses and yet 
there were some wonderful workers and 
wonderful people who were anxious to be 
able to employ their skills in a field that was 
actually growing. 

And so my question to you is, is that as 
you—and the doc here—as you have a cur-
riculum change, explain to people how it is 
demand-driven, the curriculum change—in 
other words, a curriculum that’s actually rel-
evant to the job base here in the local com-
munities. 

[The discussion continued.] 

The President. First of all, I thank you 
for the credit, but you get the credit, see. 
You’re the person that made the decision that 
you want to do something with your life. I 
can’t make that decision for you. That’s your 
call to make, and you get the credit. And 
for that, I really—I appreciate that a lot. 

Let me say something about one of the 
interesting innovations, and it’s an important 
innovation, is these one-stop centers that the 
community college system is plugged into. 
A one-stop center is a place where a person 
such as Scott can go and say, ‘‘I’ve got this 
interest. What’s available?’’ You called it up 
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on the web, or you used the high-tech world 
to help bring information to your screen. And 
the one-stop centers are really kind of a inno-
vative idea to allow for people to not only 
find what may be available. In other words, 
they have a look to judge demand for jobs 
themselves. They say, ‘‘Oh look, these people 
are looking for work here; this industry is 
looking for work here.’’ But it also helps peo-
ple find job training programs. It’s very im-
portant for the community colleges to be 
plugged into these one-stop centers because 
they become the bridge to the job, become 
the—help create the skill set necessary for 
someone to access a job. And as well one-
stop centers have got, like, resume help. 

And so for those out there who are inter-
ested in doing what Scott and the others up 
here have done, I suggest you go to your re-
gional one-stop centers. You’ll find a lot of 
help. The job of the people there is to help 
you find—match your interests or your incli-
nations with jobs that actually exist. 

I appreciate you bringing it up, Scott. You 
made the decision. You made the decision 
to go back to school, which isn’t easy, particu-
larly for an old guy like you, and—[laughter]. 

Scott Hiner. Well, there is a lot of govern-
ment help out there. You just have to go find 
it——

The President. Yes. 
Mr. Hiner. ——and like I said, I really 

appreciate it being out there. 
The President. Well, I appreciate you say-

ing that. We—as the economy changes, as 
technology changes, the slowest part of 
change is the workforce. And we’ve just got 
to understand that we’ve got to make sure 
our workers, who are the most productive 
in the world, the hardest working people in 
the world, the finest people in the world, 
have the skills necessary to move on with 
their lives, and I appreciate the example 
you’ve set. 

[The discussion continued.] 

The President. Yes. So if somebody is lis-
tening right now and they say ‘‘biotechnology 
field,’’ how would you describe that? Give 
somebody a sense for what it means. I’m sure 
there’s a lot of people frightened—‘‘bio-
technology’’ is a long word. It sounds—
[laughter]. They may say, ‘‘Well, I don’t know 

if I’m smart enough to be in biotechnology,’’ 
or ‘‘It sounds too sophisticated, to be in bio-
technology.’’ It didn’t frighten you. Why? 

Sandra Moser. Because I was thinking 
pharmaceuticals and things like that, and 
they’re going to teach me. You know, they’re 
going to teach me what I need to know. 
They’re not going to let me out of there until 
I know it. [Laughter] 

Gary Green. That’s right. 
The President. And how is your education 

being paid? 
Ms. Moser. Through the TAA. 
The President. Yes, good. Good. TAA is 

a program like the Pell grant program. The 
good doctor here mentioned Pell grants. Peo-
ple ought to take a look at Pell grants. Many 
of the community college students in our 
country have their education funded by Pell 
grants. We’ve dramatically increased the 
funding of Pell grants. It’s up to about $12.7 
billion now on an annual basis, which means 
people can be able to find a grant. These 
are grants, not loans, by the way. That’s why 
they’re called Pell grants. Otherwise, you 
know, it’s Pell loans. [Laughter] 

But the budget is up quite dramatically 
over the last couple years, by 45 percent. The 
reason I say that is, it’s important for people 
to know, as both our friends here have men-
tioned, that there is a way to make sure that 
you get your—your education is funded if 
you work hard, if you look hard. There’s 
money available, and that’s important for 
people to know. 

Thank you. Good job. 

[The discussion continued.] 

Jan Robertson. When you go, like, into 
a doctor’s office or something, you get to dic-
tate what the doctor says and put it on the 
computer, and then you get to put it in the 
file for the patient, whatever, so they can un-
derstand them, because—have you ever seen 
them write? Do you understand—[laughter]. 

The President. Yes, I have. Some people 
say my writing is worse than the doctor’s. 
[Laughter] But I won’t take it personally. 

Ms. Robertson. So they need a little help. 
The President. Tell us why are you—what 

were you doing before you came here? 
Ms. Robertson. I was in a textile plant, 

and it went overseas. And I wanted to get—
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to better myself, so I went to the medical 
field. 

The President. You’re a mother? 
Ms. Robertson. Yes. 
The President. How old is your child? 
Ms. Robertson. Five. 
The President. Single mom? 
Ms. Robertson. Yes. 
The President. You’ve got the toughest 

job in America. 
Ms. Robertson. Yes. 
The President. Yes, you do. That’s good. 

And so have you started class here? 
Ms. Robertson. Yes, this fall. 
The President. You making all A’s? 
Ms. Robertson. Not quite, but I’m getting 

there. [Laughter] 
The President. People are listening. 

[Laughter] And so you’re studying medical 
transcription. 

Ms. Robertson. Yes. 
The President. And are you good on the 

computer? 
Ms. Robertson. I’m getting better. 
The President. That’s good. So that’s part 

of the curriculum. 
Ms. Robertson. Yes. 
The President. And so what has happened 

here is that they’ve come and they’ve helped 
this education institution develop a cur-
riculum that is actually practical, so you be-
lieve that once you finish the curriculum 
you’ll be able to walk right out and sign up 
for work. 

Ms. Robertson. Yes, and also it helps you 
where you can do it at your own—at your 
home. 

The President. Oh, good, so you can do 
your first job, the most important job, which 
is to be a mother——

Ms. Robertson. Yes. 
The President. ——and then be a stu-

dent. 
Thanks. Congratulations. How is your kid 

doing, learning to read? 
Ms. Robertson. Oh, yes. 
The President. That’s the most important 

thing you can do right now, is teach your 
child. Get them to read more than they watch 
TV. Sorry to all the TV cameras out there. 
[Laughter] 

[The discussion continued.] 

The President. Well, I appreciate you 
bringing that up. We had a recent report out 
which—this is the beginning of good news 
for jobseekers—over the last 3 months, the 
economy, the entrepreneurs, the private sec-
tor, and others, have driven the job base up 
by 285,000 jobs, new jobs, which is good. So 
in other words, things are beginning to 
brighten up for people looking for work, 
which is positive. And therefore, we must 
make sure that people are trained for jobs 
that exist. 

[The discussion continued.] 

The President. And by the way, as these 
jobs get more sophisticated, in other words, 
the training level is higher, no question about 
it. But the pay is better. And that’s what pro-
ductivity increases do in a society. As our so-
ciety, particularly North Carolina economy, 
shifts from textiles to biotechnology, the pay 
gets better. And all we’ve got to do is bridge 
from the textile sector to the biotechnology 
sector with smart education practices. And 
that’s what we’re here talking about. 

It requires—a smart education system re-
quires a community college which is flexible 
in their curriculum. If they’re rigid, this good 
man here wouldn’t be designing a cur-
riculum. If they were rigid, they wouldn’t be 
listening to the employers of the community 
say, ‘‘Listen, this is what we need. We need 
this kind of person or that kind of person.’’

And the reason I’m here is because this 
is a model for others to follow. In other parts 
of the country there’s also workers being dis-
placed. And yet, there’s great hope and op-
portunity because there’s wonderful job op-
portunity, so long as the training facilities are 
modern and active and not rigid. 

And I want to thank you for understanding 
that, and I want to thank you for listening 
to people that are looking for workers. But 
they’re not looking for just the average work-
er, they’re looking for a trained worker. And 
so, therefore, job training programs are es-
sential. Government spends about $15 billion 
a year on job training programs. 

I’ve got to tell you, though, we need a little 
help from the Congress—Congressman—to 
make sure that there’s some flexibility, not 
on how much money we spend but how we 
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spend it. Because these job training pro-
grams—he listed about three of them al-
ready, and for every job training program 
there’s kind of a Government prescription 
with it, which means that the more prescrip-
tive programs are, the less flexible they are. 
And the less flexible job training money is, 
it makes it very difficult to be able to meet 
the needs of the local community. 

And therefore, I’m trying to work with 
Congress, Doc, to make sure that these mon-
ies coming out of Washington are able to 
have enough—have as few strings attached 
as possible, so that the States and the local 
community colleges can apply that money to 
meet the needs of the local employers. And 
then we’ll be able to say for certain that the 
job training initiatives are meeting the needs. 

Yes, but thanks for—thanks for being an 
entrepreneur. 

[The discussion continued.] 

The President. The job of the Govern-
ment is to make sure that the entrepreneurial 
spirit of America is strong, to make sure that 
people feel comfortable in taking risk, that 
they’re willing to start a small business and 
grow it to a big business. And one of the 
interesting aspects of making sure the entre-
preneurial spirit is strong is tax policy. And 
there’s been a lot of talk—you’ve heard, I’m 
sure, the talk about the tax relief. Hopefully, 
you’ve seen some of it in your pockets, like 
increasing that child credit for your 5-year-
old. But what’s interesting is that most small 
businesses are sole proprietorships or Sub-
chapter S corporations. That’s when they’re 
startups. I’m sure you’ve seen that here in 
North Carolina. And as a result, when you—
these are companies that pay tax at the indi-
vidual income tax rate, so that when you cut 
taxes on the individual, you’re also providing 
capital infusion into small businesses. 

And one of the very important things for 
our Government to do is to also understand 
there needs to be certainty in the Tax Code. 
If you’re a planner, an entrepreneur, in any 
field, you’ve got to know that the tax policy 
today is likely to be the tax policy tomorrow, 
because uncertainty creates—difficult to 
plan, and therefore, makes it difficult for 
people to hire. 

And so one of the things I’m going to ask 
Congress to do is make sure all this tax relief 
we pass is permanent. See, it goes away. She, 
unfortunately, is going to have to pay—re-
ceive less money in her child credit if they 
don’t make the tax relief permanent. The 
small-business owner, if they don’t make the 
tax relief permanent, will have to pay a inher-
itance tax or death tax on the business they’ve 
created, which I don’t think is fair. I think 
you should only be taxed once, not twice. 
The marriage penalty relief is—it’s going to 
go away. And it’s important that there be cer-
tainty in order to make sure this economy 
continues to grow. 

I want to thank you for bringing up the 
entrepreneurial spirit. That’s the thing that 
makes America such a wonderful place, the 
kind of place where people, if you have a 
dream, are able to realize your dream. That 
applies not only to the business owner, the 
person coming to the Research Triangle, the 
person who thinks they’ve got a better idea 
than their neighbor and is willing to put a 
little something out there, time and capital, 
on the line. It also applies to our workers, 
people who have got their own dreams, their 
own set of dreams, the dream of making sure 
the child grows up in a wonderful little com-
fortable, peaceful household. And our job in 
the Government is to help people realize 
their dreams. That’s really what it is. We can’t 
make people dream, but we can help people 
once they start to dream. 

And I thank you all for the compliments 
on the Government. But the compliments 
really belong here. See, you’re doing what 
needs to be done. And that’s why I’ve got 
such wonderful optimism about our country. 
I’m very optimistic about the fact that we’ll 
keep the peace. I’m very optimistic about the 
fact that people will find work, because 
there’s a wonderful spirit here in America. 

I met this guy right there. See him? Put 
your hand up. He’s a volunteer firefighter. 
Well, not you, Burr. [Laughter] He’s a volun-
teer firefighter. He came out to the airport 
to say hello. It’s an interesting concept, isn’t 
it, volunteer firefighters, people volunteering 
to put their lives on the line in order to save 
lives. 

I recently went out to California. I ex-
plained it to him when I was at the airport. 
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A lot of people on the frontlines in the fire 
out there were volunteers. The reason I bring 
that up is, it should remind us that the 
strength of the country is not our military, 
is not our pocketbooks; it’s the heart and soul 
of people. The entrepreneurial spirit is the 
strength of the country. The willingness for 
people to volunteer in a fire department is 
the strength of the country. And once you 
realize how strong this country is in spirit, 
you can’t help but be optimistic about the 
future. 

Thank you for having me here, Doc. Lis-
ten, I want to thank you all for sharing your 
stories. It’s not easy to stand up in front of 
all these cameras. I know. [Laughter] Al-
though the cameramen are fine people. But 
it’s—you were able to help us make a point, 
that people who have lost work should have 
hope, that with a little initiative, a little inge-
nuity, a little drive, there’s help for you. The 
economy’s growing, new jobs are being cre-
ated. And we—there’s an opportunity, and 
I hope you seize it. I hope you seize it, be-
cause there’s a wonderful, wonderful future 
ahead for people who may at this moment 
think their days are—the future is a little 
dark. And we’ve got three citizens right up 
here who are willing to see the—can see that 
bright light. So thanks for coming.

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The discussion began at 1:05 p.m. Partici-
pants in the discussion included: Gary M. Green, 
president, Lucas D. Shallua, biotechnology pro-
gram coordinator, and Scott Hiner, Sandra Moser, 
and Jan Robertson, students, Forsyth Technical 
Community College; Richard Dean, president, 
Wake Forest University Health Sciences; and Wil-
liam Dean, president, Idealliance. In his remarks, 
the President also referred to Representative 
Richard Burr of North Carolina; and Brian 
Koontz, fire chief, County Line Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Memorandum on Waiver of 
Restrictions on Assistance to Russia 
Under the Cooperative Threat 
Reduction Act of 1993 and Title V of 
the FREEDOM Support Act 

November 7, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2004–08

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiver of Restrictions on Assistance 
to Russia under the Cooperative Threat 
Reduction Act of 1993 and Title V of the 
FREEDOM Support Act

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 1306 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003 (Public 
Law 107–314), I hereby certify that waiving 
the restrictions contained in subsection (d) 
of section 1203 of the Cooperative Threat 
Reduction Act of 1993 (22 U.S.C. 5952), as 
amended, and the requirements contained in 
section 502 of the FREEDOM Support Act 
(22 U.S.C. 5852) during Fiscal Year 2004 
with respect to the Russian Federation is im-
portant to the national security interests of 
the United States. 

I have enclosed the unclassified report de-
scribed in section 1306(b)(1) of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2003, together with a classified annex. 

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this certification and report with its clas-
sified annex to the Congress and to arrange 
for the publication of this certification in the 
Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 
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The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

November 1
In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in 

Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Southaven, MS, and then to Paducah, 
KY. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
London, KY, and later to Gulfport, MS. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

November 3
In the morning, the President traveled to 

Birmingham, AL. While en route aboard Air 
Force One, he had an intelligence briefing. 
Upon arrival in Birmingham, he met with 
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Jason 
Nabors. Later, he met with small-business 
owners at CraneWorks. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Francis Joseph Harvey to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Networks and 
Information Integration. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William Douglas Buttrey and 
Francis Patrick Mulvey to be members of the 
Surface Transportation Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Gordon Hall Mansfield to be Dep-
uty Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate David Hossein Safavian to be Ad-
ministrator for Federal Procurement Policy 
at the Office of Management and Budget. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Laurie Susan Fulton to be a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the U.S. 
Institute of Peace. 

November 4
In the morning, the President traveled to 

Miramar, CA. While en route aboard Air 
Force One, he had an intelligence briefing. 
Upon arrival at Marine Corps Air Station, he 

met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Suellen Mayberry. 

Later in the morning, the President, joined 
by Governor Gray Davis and Governor-elect 
Arnold Schwarzenegger of California, Cali-
fornia Department of Forestry Division 
Chief Bill Clayton, and Under Secretary for 
Emergency Preparedness and Response 
Mike Brown, took an aerial tour of the San 
Diego area affected by wildfires. Later, he 
participated in a walking tour of the Harbison 
Canyon community damaged by wildfires. 
He then traveled to El Cajon, CA, where, 
at Gillespie Field, he participated in a brief-
ing by area fire chiefs on the wildfires. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 

In the evening, the President had separate 
telephone conversations with Governors-
elect Haley Barbour of Mississippi and Ernie 
Fletcher of Kentucky to congratulate them 
on their electoral victories earlier in the day. 

November 5
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he met with Secretary 
of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld. 

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office, 
the President met with President Joseph 
Kabila of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. Later, also in the Oval Office, he met 
with Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe 
of Sri Lanka to discuss peace efforts in Sri 
Lanka and free trade. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Polish philosopher and writer Leszek 
Kolakowski to congratulate him on winning 
the John W. Kluge Prize in Human Sciences. 

November 6
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President met with 

Secretary of State Colin L. Powell. 
The President announced his intention to 

nominate Kiron Kanina Skinner to be a 
member of the National Security Education 
Board. 

November 7
In the morning, the President had separate 

telephone conversations with President Car-
los Diego Mesa Gisbert of Bolivia to discuss 
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democracy in Bolivia, President Mesa’s plans 
for a national referendum on Bolivian natural 
gas resources, and cooperation in counter-
narcotics efforts; President Jose Maria Aznar 
of Spain to discuss the situation in Iraq and 
transatlantic relations; and President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland to express 
his condolences concerning the death of a 
Polish officer in Iraq on November 6 and 
to discuss other issues. 

Later in the morning, the President had 
an intelligence briefing. Later, he traveled to 
Winston-Salem, NC, where, upon arrival, he 
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Brian Koontz. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Camp David, MD. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Linda Morrison Combs to be As-
sistant Secretary of Transportation and, upon 
confirmation, to designate her as Chief Fi-
nancial Officer. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Steven J. Law to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Labor. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate J. Robinson West to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the U.S. Insti-
tute of Peace. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Washington and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in 
the area struck by severe storms and flooding 
on October 15–23.

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted November 3

Gordon H. Mansfield, 
of Virginia, to be Deputy Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, vice Leo S. Mackay, Jr., re-
signed. 

Gene E. K. Pratter, 
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice 
William H. Yohn, Jr., retiring. 

Submitted November 5

William S. Duffey, Jr., 
of Georgia, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Northern District of Georgia, vice J. Owen 
Forrester, retiring. 

Laurie Susan Fulton, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the U.S. Institute of Peace 
for a term expiring January 19, 2007, vice 
Harriet M. Zimmerman, term expired. 

James M. Loy, 
of Virginia, to be Deputy Secretary of Home-
land Security, vice Gordon England, re-
signed. 

Peter G. Sheridan, 
of New Jersey, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the District of New Jersey, vice Stephen M. 
Orlofsky, resigned. 

Submitted November 6

Francis J. Harvey, 
of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Defense, vice John P. Stenbit. 

Lawrence F. Stengel, 
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice 
Ronald L. Buckwalter, retiring. 

Submitted November 7

Steven J. Law, 
of the District of Columbia, to be Deputy 
Secretary of Labor, vice Donald Cameron 
Findlay, resigned. 

Kiron Kanina Skinner, 
of Pennsylvania, to be a member of the Na-
tional Security Education Board for a term 
of 4 years, vice Herschelle S. Challenor. 

J. Robinson West, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the U.S. Insti-
tute of Peace for a term expiring January 19, 
2007, vice Marc E. Leland, term expired.
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* This Public Law was not received in time for 
inclusion in the appropriate issue. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released November 1

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Trent Duffy 

Released November 3

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the re-
lease by the Afghanistan Constitutional Com-
mission and Government of the draft Con-
stitution for the new post-Taliban Afghani-
stan 

Released November 4

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Released November 5

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Released November 6

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Fact sheet: President Bush Calls for a ‘‘For-
ward Strategy of Freedom’’ To Promote De-
mocracy in the Middle East 

Released November 7

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.J. Res. 76

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Washington State

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved October 31 * 

H.J. Res. 75 / Public Law 108–104
Making further continuing appropriations for 
the fiscal year 2004, and for other purposes 

Approved November 5

S. 3 / Public Law 108–105
Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003 

Approved November 6

H.R. 3289 / Public Law 108–106
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 
Act for Defense and for the Reconstruction 
of Iraq and Afghanistan, 2004 

Approved November 7

H.J. Res. 76 / Public Law 108–107
Making further continuing appropriations for 
the fiscal year 2004, and for other purposes 
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